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DISCOURSES: 
Tas FIRST, 
Of Preaching CHRIST ; 
Tur SECOND, 
Of particular and experimental 


PREACHING. 


By THE LATE REVEREND 


Mr. FOHN,FENNINGS. 


— 2 


1 Cor. ii. 2. I determined not to know any thing among 

Jou, ſave Feſus Chriſt. 

2 Tim. ii. 15. 4 workman that need:th not to be a- 
ſhamed, rightly dividing the word of Truth. 
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To THE UNITED 


OF THE SEVERAL 
CONGREGATIONS 
rn 
PaorEs TAN DISSENTERS: 
In the »CounT3 x8. of 


Leicefter, Northampton, Warwick, 
and Rutland; 


Theſe Di sCOUR8'B'S 
Are humbly inſcribed and ſubmitted 
0 By thiir affefionate Brothir,.. 

and Fellow Labauren,, © 


Joun JENNINGs:. 


c. III. 


TesrIMONIES ef the Reverend Dr. BarEs 


and Mr. Bax r ER to the Deſign of theſe 
DISCOURSES. 


E preached Chriſt crucified our only F/7/- 

dom and Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Re- 
demption. His Deſign was to convince Sinners of 
their abſolute Want of Chriſt, that with flaming 
Aﬀections they might come to him, and from Hi, 
Julneſs receive Divine Grace. This is to water 
the Tree at the Root, whereby it becomes flouriſh- 
ing and fruitful; whereas the lay ing down of mo- 
ral Rules for the Exerciſe of Virtue, and ſubdu- 
ing vicious Affections, without directing Men to 
derive ſpiritual Strength by Prayer, and in the 
Uſe of Divine Ordinances, from the Mediator 
the Fountain of all Grace; and without repreſent- 


ing his Love as the moſt powerful Motive and Ob- 


ligation to Obedience, is but pure Philoſophy, and 
the bigheſt Effect of it is but unregenerate Merality. 

Dr. BAT Es, in his Funeral SERMON en Dr. 
Jacoms, N ; 


All oufiWork muſt be done ſpiritually. —— 
There is in ſome Men's Preaching a ſpiritual 
Strain, which ſpiritual Hearers can diſcern and 
reliſh: And in ſome Men's, this ſacred Tincture 
is ſo wanting, that even when they ſpeak of Spi- 
ritual Things, the Manner is ſuch as if they were 
common Matters. = 


Mr. BAXTER, in his Gildas Salvianus, 
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75 | 12 E N I ſee a Boot well written 


AS 1 always hope it will ſpread its good 
EZ GP Influences as far and wide as it finds 
But when I meet with a valuable 


Treatiſe, whoſe Dejign is to improve the ſacred 


Skill of. Preaching, 1 am ready to perſwade 
myſelf, ** Surely this will become a more exten- 


. five Benefit ; and the good Influences of it will 


* reach as many whole Aſſemblies of Men, as 


& there are Miniſters who ſhall happen to read 


« it,” For this Reaſon 1 cannot but take a 
ſpecial Sari faction in recommending theſe two 
Diſcourſes #6 the World, which, in my Opi- 


nion, are founded upon the general Principles of 


Chriſtianity, and therefore invite the Peruſal of 
All, being written without the narrow Spirit 


of a Party. They ſeem to be calculated for the 


common Good, nor have I obſerved any Thing, 
in them that can juſtly give Diſguſt, or awaken 
any reaſonable Reſentment. 

1t muſt be confeſs'd, without. Controverſy, 
that there are ſome Things wherein ſeveral of 
the Preachers of the preſent Time. have the 


Advantage of our Learned and Pious F athers : 
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. | for the Inſtruction of Mankind, 
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vii PREFACE. | 
But there are other Excellencies in the Sermons 
of the Puritanical Age, which I would rejoice 
to find more ſludiouſly revived and cultivated in 
our Day. Among theſe I know none of more 
eminent Neceſſity, Glory, and Uſefulneſs, than 
#bolo- two which are the Subjefts of this little 
Book; I mean the Evangelical Turn of 
9 hought that ſhould run thro' our Miniſtry, 
and the Experimental Way of Diſcourſe on 
prattical Subjects. 
tt hath been juſihy obſerved, that aubere a 
great and u al Neglect of preaching Chriſt 
halb e in a Chriſtian Nation, it bath 


given a a fatal Occaſſon to the Growth of Deiſm 


ant Infidelity; for when Perſons have heard 
the Sermons 7 their Clergy, for many Tears to- 
|= ugh and find little of 'Chriſt in them, they 
ave taken tt into thei? Heads, that Men ma 
be very d _ ant go ſafe to Heaven with- 
out Ohriſtianity; and therefore, tbo" they dwelt 
in a Land aubire the - Goſpel is profeffd, they 
imagine there is no need they ſhould be hriſtians. 
But quhat a Blot and Reproach would it be to 
aur Miniſtry, i, Infidels and Heathens fbould 
multiply among us, thro ſuch a woful Neglect 
of preaching by peculiar Doctrines of Chriſt. 
. Beſides, let us conſider how little hath been 
our Succeſs in compariſon of the Multitudes 
' converted by our Fathers in the Day of their Mi. 
niftry. Hath not this been Matter of fore Com- 


or theſe many Years paſt ? Now it is worth © 


our Enquiry, whether i may not be aſeribed 0 
- | #2 
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PREFACE. K. 
the Abſence of Chriſt in vu Sermons.” t 
what Reaſon indeed cun wwe bve do enpr The 
Preſence and Inffuence of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
if we leave bis Perſon, bis Offices, Bis Grace, 
and his Goſpel, out of our Diſcounſes, or gioz - 
but a flight and caſual Hint at theſe glorious 
Subjetts, which ought to be our daily Theme ? 
This is what our Author would Put #s in Ll 
of in his firſt Difcourſe.. 

Aud perhaps another Cauſe of our Want ef 
Succeſs hath been this, That we have too much 
left off the Way of our Fathers, in diſtinguiſh- 
ing the Characters of our Hearers, and divid- 

ing the Word aright to Saints and Sinners, to 


the flupid and the profane, the awaken'd and 


convinced, the mournful and penitent, the Pre- - 
ſumptuous and obftimate, the deſerted and deſ- 
Pairing. | 

This Method appears eminentiy in vhe La. 
ours of the former Age. Thoſe two great avd - 
good Men, Mr. Flavell, and Mr. Baxter, 
might be divided in their 'Servimonts on  othir - 


— but Fo find this Conduct runs thre * 


all their pratiival Writings. This is à grrut 


| Part of . the ſecond Diſcourſe here recm- 


mends to us, under the Title of STONE | 
P reaching. | 

Our Author inderu affine not ſo mich to » 
himſelf, as to addreſs any beſides Students and 
Younger Miniſters. But if in the middle 


| EN of Life. we ſhould amine vur Perform- 


7 2 . ances : 
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Advertiſement. 


FT\ HAT excellent Letter concerning 


the beſt Method of Preaching, which 
ſtands annexed to this new Edition of Mr. 
Jznnincs's Diſcourſes, was written in the 
German Tongue by that Venerable and A- 
poſtolick Man HERMAN AUGUST us 
FRANCE, late Profeſſor of Divinity at 
Hall in Saxony, and was communicated to 


me laſt Winter by his worthy Son Gor r- 


HILF AucysTvs FRANCE, who happily fills 
and adorns the ſame Poſt in that Univerſity, 
and ſeems to be poſſeſs'd of the ſame Spi- 
Tit of Faith and Love. Ir is now turned in- 
to Enghſh by my valuable Friend Dr. Da- 
VID JENNINGS, the ſurviving Brother of 


the Author, who perfectly agreed with me 


in this Sentiment, that it ſhould be made 
publick in our own Language, and printed 
together with theſe two Diſcourſes, as being 
eminently ſuited to promote the fame De- 
ſign of an Experimental and Evangelical 
way of Preaching. And I perſuade my — 
that 
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that every - Reader who could. delle and ap- 
prove of what Mr. Jon Jennincs has writ- 
ten on this Subject, will be very well plea- 
ſed and entertained with the Peruſal of this 
ſmall Eſay of that great Man, Profeſſor 
FRANck, on the ſame Argument; and 
may both be attended with Divine Succeſs. 


NEwINC TOM, 


Auguſt 28, 1736. 


4 WATTS. 


DISCOURSE L 


Of Preaching C H R I ky 4 


Wi -» 


Addreſs'd to 
Yo * N GER MINIS TE RS. 


Dear Friends and Brethren; 


292227 JS E profeſs ourſelves Chriſ- 
a 18 5 tians, and are, I hope, up- 
9 on careful and rational En- 
quiry, ſatisfied that the Reli- 
gion of Jeſus comes from 
God; and that it is a moſt. 
glorious Diſpenſation, not only for the ſub- 
lime Wonders of its Doctrine, and the Di- 
vine Purity of its Precepts, but that it ex- 
cels all other Religions in the Strength of 
its Motives, the Richneſs of its Promiſes, 
and the Sufficiency of the Divine Aid attend- 
it. 
. in all the peculiar Glories of this 
Religion, Chriſt is * like Phidias's 


Name 


— 


e 
Name in the Shield, which could not be ef- 


faced without deſtroying the Shield itſelf. 


The Doctrines concerning Jeſus make the 


Glory and Advantage of his Religion; and 


ſo run through the whole, that preaching 
Chriſt, and preaching the Goſpel,” are, in 


Scripture Style, ſynonymous Terms: As 
in 1 Cor. i. 23. — ii. 2. and innumerable 
other Places. 


The preaching of Chrift is our Buſineſs, 
our Charge, and our Glory; but oh! who 
is ſufficient for theſe Things ? Give me leave 


then, my dear Brethren and Friends, to re- 
mind myſelf and You, what Regard a Mi- 
niſter ſhould have to our Redeemer in his 


Preaching and other Adminiſtrations. 


I. Let us make Chriſt the Defgn and End 
of our Preaching. If we ſpeak principally 
to pleaſe Men, then are we not the Servants 
of Chxift,, If we look no farther than our 


own Humour, Reputation, or temporal Ad- 


vantage, and expend our Talents to our own 


private Uſe, how ſhall we make up our Ac- 


counts to our Maſter ? and what Reward 
can we expect from him ? 
Our ultimate End ſhould be the perſonal 


Glory of Chriſt. That the Glory of Chriſt, 


as God, is the ultimate End of the Goſpel, 
none can doubt: Nay, as a Creature, he is 
in his Perfections and Felicity, far ſuperior 
to the reſt of the Creation; ſo that it is ſaid 


ee Gn. 


ow this divine Perſon, Heb. ii. 10. All things - 

are for bim, as well as by rang Is he nor. 
worth ten thouſand of us? More worth than . 
the World ? The only begotten Son of God, . 
whom the higheſt Angels adore? Now if 
the Glory of Chris Perſon, to the Honour 
of the Father, be the principal End in the 
divine Schemes and Actings, it. ſhould alſo 


be our higheſt View and Deſign. Nor want 
we Motives of Gratitude to lead us to this : 


He is the Founder of our Religion, to whom 


all. our Hopes are owing : He has honoured 


us; and well deſerved that we ſhould honour - 


him: Nor is there any Danger of leſſening 


the Honour of God the Father thereby, 


when we conſider him as the Scriptures re- 


preſent him, as ane with the Father, the equal - 
Image of the l God, to the Glory 19 Cod. 


tbe Father. 


Again, as the Glory of Chriſ's' Perſon . 
ſhould be our ultimate End; fo the advan». 
eing the Kingdom of his Grace amongſt 


Men, is to be the ſubordinate End. 


The Recovery oſ fallen Creatures to Ho- 


F linels and Happineſs is the immediate De- 


ſign of the Goſpel. Chriſt is come into tbe 
World to ſave Sinners, 1 Tim. i. 13. And 
he ſends us to preach his Goſpel, that we 
might promote the ſame Salvation, That © 
| Men might live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, 
| Tooking for that bleſſed Hope, Tit. ii. 11, 12, 


13. To make Men to bring them - 
t 
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07 preac bing Chriſt. 17 


the Faith of Chrjf, the Imitation of him- 


and Communion with him, here and here- 
after, to the Glory of 'the Father through 
Chriſt, muſt be the conſtant End of our 
Preaching. We ſhould not think it enough 
to inform, to amuſe, to pleaſe, to affect, 


but we muſt aim. farther: than this, to bring 


them to truſt in Chriſt, and withal, to make 
them penitent and holy ; and every Subject 
muſt be managed with this View : And let 
it be our great Care, on a more ſpeculative 
Subject (as ſuppoſe one of the ſublime Doc- 
trines of Grace) till to keep the End in 


view, and apply it practically, or our La- 


-bour is loſt. | 
Let us by all Means endeavour to ſave 


| precious Souls, but yet aim at a higher End 


than this, viz. that we ourfelves may be 4 
feet ſa vour of Chriſt unto God, 2 Cor. it. 
15. And then, though we mifs of our ſe- 
condary End, and are not, as we could wiſh, 
the ſauour of life unto life, unto any great 
Number; yet in being the /avour of death 
unto death to them thut periſh, we ſhall be In- 
ſtruments of glorifying the Juſtice and 
Long - ſuffering of Cbriſt, and be Witneſſes 
for God, that there bas been a Prophet among 
them; our primary End is anſwered, our la- 


Hour is with the Lord, and we in the mean 


time are ſupported, h T/rael be not gal ber-, 
ed, for the word ſhall not return empty. 


N ay, 


18 Of e Chriſt. 


Nay farther, it is not enough that the 
Strain of our Preaching is adapted to the 
true Deſign of the Goſpel, but we muſt at 
Heart ſincerely intend it; otherwiſe, tho 
our Diſcourſes be unexceptionable, yet if our 
Deſigns be wrong and baſe, tho? others be 
ſaved through our TOs We ve ſpall be caſt- 
_ Ways, | 


II. Le cri be the Matter of our Preach- 
ing. Let us diſplay the Divine Dignity and 
Lovelineſs of his Perſon, by the Light of 
his Word, as God manifeſt in the fleſh. 

Let us unfold his Mediatorial Office, the 
Occaſion, Defi ign, and' Purport of his great 
Undertaking. 

Let us remind our Hearers of the Parti- 
culars of his Incarnation, Life, Death, Re- 
Ni er. Aſcenſion, and on. 
Let us ſet forth the Characters he bears, 
as a Prophet, Prieſt, and King; as a Shep- 
herd, Captain, Advocate, and Judge. : 
| Let us demonſtrate and ſhew the Suffici- 
ency of his Satisfaction, the Tenor and Ex- 
cellence of the Covenant confirmed with and 
by him, our Juſtification by his Righteouſ- 
neſs, Adoption through our Relation tohim, 
Sanctification by his Spirit, our Union with 
him as our Head, and ſafe Conduct by his 
Providence; and how Pardon,. Grace and 
Glory accrue to the Elect through. his-Sure- 
ty ſhip and Sacrifice, and are diſpenſed by his 
; 2 Let 
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Of preaching Chriſt. 19 

Let us in his Name declare and explain 
his moſt holy Laws, and teach the People 
whatever Duties he has commanded, to God, 
our Neighbour, and ourſelves. 

Let us quicken the Saints to Duty, raiſe 
their Hopes, eſtabliſh and comfort their 
Souls, by the exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes of his Goſpel, which in him are 


yea and amen. 
I but juſt give ſhort and imperfect Hints 


of theſe Things, and refer to the Apoſtoli- 


cal Writings, which you will find are made 
up of * on theſe and ſuch like To- 


PRs. 1 | 1 


III. Let the Manner of our Preaching on 
any Subject, diſtinguiſh it from mere Diſcour- 


ſes on Natural Religion, 2 a continual Regard 


to Chriſt. 

If we are upon the Perfections of God, 
let us conſider them. as ſhiping in his Son, 
and exemplified in his Undertaking, who 7s 
, the brightneſs of his Fathers glory, and the ex- 
' preſs image of bis perſon, Heb. 1..2..;.- 

If we ſet forth Goſpel-Bleſſings and Pro- 
miſes, let us conſider them as purchaſed by 
a Saviour's Blood, and diſtributed by his 
Bounty ; For by his own blood he bas Drains} 
eternal redemption, Heb. ix. 12. And from 
bim the whole body is ſupplied, Eph. iv. 16. 

If we take notice of the Providence of 
God, let us not forget that all power is given 


* 4 T0 


20 , Of preaching Chriſt. 
ro Chriſt, in heaven and in earth, Mat. xxviii- 
18. And that he is head over all things fer 
the church, Epheſ. i. 22. ne 

Tf by the Terrors of the laſt Judgment 
we perſwade Men, let the wrath of the Lamb 
be denounced, and the dreadful Reckoning 
for abuſed Grace and a lighted Saviour; for 
this is tbe condemnation, John iii. 19. 

If we are aſſiſting the Devotions of the 
People in Confeſſion, Prayer, or Praife, let 


their Repentance ſpring from looking on Cbriſt 


whom they have pierced, Zech. xii. 10, Let 


their Faith in Prayer fix ſteadily on Jeſus, as 


to him is owing our Acceptance and Succefs, 
and our boldneſs at the throne of Grace flows 
from regarding Cbri as our great High 
Prieft, Heb. iv. 14, 16. And let us teach 
them to ive ſbants to God tbe Father through 
him, to whom it is owing that God is our 
Father, Col. iii. 17. 8 
When we are upon the Subject of Duty, 
Chrift is by no means to be forgotten; for 
to perſuade Men to practical Godlineſs, is 
one of the molt difficult Parts of a Miniſter's 
Work. Men will hear with a curious Satiſ+ 
faction a ſepeculative Diſcourſe, and with 
ſome Joy attend to the Diſplays of God's 
Grace; nay, a Felix may tremble wen 


Judgment is preached: Many indeed will. 


bear to hear of Duty too; but to induce. 

them to practiſe it, hic Tabor, buc. opus: Here 

we had need call in all Helps, and 1 All 

8 | | van- 
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O preaching, Chriſt, 21 


Advantages, which the Goſpel as well as 
the Light of Nature.can furniſh. In other 
Diſcourſes, we are rather attacking. Satan's 


Out-works, a blind and prejudiced Under- 


ſtanding; in practical. Subjects we aſſault 


Satan's ſtrongeſt Fort, a. corrupted Will: 
We may gain the Underſtanding.on our Side, 
and gain ſome ſhare of the Affections; but 
to ſubdue a perverſe Will, and. make Men 
good practical Chriſtians, is not ſo eaſy a 
Thing, that we can afford to ſpare any Mo- 
tive or quickning Conſideration. But here 
I muſt be more particular in explaining how 
we ſhould regard Chriſt in preaching Duty. 
1. Let us repreſent Duty as the natural 
and neceſſary Fruit of Faith in Chriſt, and 
Love to him. When by Faith we behold 
a crucified Feſus, do we not tremble at: the 
Severity of God's Juſtice, and regret: and 
hate thoſe Sins that occaſioned his Sorrows? 
When we farther conſider, that by, his ſtripes 
we are healed, can we forbear tv love him tha 
hath firſt loved us? Shall we not live to him 
ho died for us? Can. we have the Heart to 
crucify him afreſh? No, let us make his Ser- 
vice our Buſineſs, his Sufficience our Con- 
fidence, his Life our Example, and his Bleſs- 
ings our. Portion and: Choice. 
From ſuch Actings of Faith and Outges 
ings. of Love, flows that divine. Temper 
which conſtitutes the new Creature, and lays 
the Foundation of all. right. Goſpel-Obedt, 


ence. 
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ence. Thus therefore let us continually trace 
Goſpel Duties up to their Fountain-head, 
that the people may learn, it is not outward 

Reformation that will ſtand the Teſt in the 
Day of Judgment, but an inward Renewal 
of the Soul; that the tree muſt firſt be made 
good, before there can be any good fruit; and 
that all muſt be done for Chri/i*s ſake, and 
flow from faith working by love, Gal. v. 6. 

2. Let us enforce Duties with Motives 
reſpecting Chriſt ; as grateful Love to him 
ſhould conſtrain us; as Fear of his Wrath 
ſhould awe us ; as we would approve our- 
ſelves the Diſciples and followers of Chriſt; 
as we would enjoy Communion with him; 
as we would promote his Honour and Inte- 
reſt; and as we would have Joy, and not 

Confuſion, at his appearing. Not that we 
ſhould negle& any Motives which the Light 

of Nature can furniſh, and are level to Ne 
Capacities of the People : We have need 
enough of all ; but if we go no further than 
theſe, our Exhortations will warit far the 
greateſt Part of their Weight : We muſt 
beſeech and exhort by the Lord Feſus, 1 Theſſ. 
. | 
3. Let us conſider Duties, as to be per- 
formed by the Grace of Chriſt : Telling the, 

People, that our Fruitfulneſs depends on. 
our being engrafted into this Vine; and that 

2 Holy Walk is being led by the Spirit; and 

Wen we do good, it is not we, but the Grace 
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God that is in us; that out of a ſenſe 


of Weakneſs, we muſt be made ſtrong, 
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and do all things through Ctrift ſtrengtbning us 
1 Phil. iv. 13. 


4. Let us conſider all good Works as ac- 


it ceptable through the Merits of Criſt; and 


remind our Hearers, that cold wwe do all, we 
were but unprofitable ſervants; and that we 
mult /zek to be found at laſt, not having on our 
own righteouſneſs, but that which is of God by 


Faith, Phil. iii. 9. 


IV. Let us deliver ourſelves in a Style be- 
coming the Goſpel of Chriſt : Nor with great 


ſwelling words of vanity, or in the Style of 


the Heathen Sophiſts, or Words that Man's 
Wiſdom teacheth, and may perhaps found beſt 
in our own Ears; but let us ule great plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, and ſeek to find out ſuch ac- 
ceptable words, as may beſt reach the Un- 
derſtanding and Affections of the bulk of 
an Auditory, | | 
As for the affectionate Part of a Diſcourſe, 
Brethren, I ſuppoſe, upon a View of anci- 
ent and modern Learning, you allow that 


the Men of the Eaſt, and next to them the: 


ancient Greeks, excelled in Fire, and Works 
of the Imagination ; and that the Moderns 
inhabiting milder weſtern Climates, even 
the French (from whom upon many Accounts 


we ſhould expect the moſt of this Sort) pro- 
duce but an empty Flaſh, in compariſon of 
LoL = the 


| ; 5 24. Of preaching Chriſt. 4 
the ſolid Heat of the Ancients, and rather I Ch; 
amuſe us: with little Delicacies, than by ma. gre 


terly Strokes command our whole Souls. A 
Now the Scriptures are the nobleſt Remains e 


of what the Eaſt. has produced, and much 
ſarpaſs the beſt of the Greets in the Force of | 
their Oratory: Let us take the Spirit and an 
Style of them, and thence borrow bold Fi- 
gures and Alluſions, ſtrong Deſcriptions, 
and commanding: Addreſs to the Paſſions. 
But I am prevented in all I would ſay on this 
ſo important Head, by the Archbiſhop of 
| Cambvray's Dialogues concerning Eloquence, which 
Jam as little capable of improving upon, as 
Bam of: commending them as they deſerve. 
And now, Brethren, let me lay before 
you ſome Reaſons and Motives to back this 
friendly Admonition concerning preaching: 


Chriſt. 


g 


(J.) It is the way to have our Labours 
accepted of Chriſt, and to have Communion 
with him in our Work: — Even Paul cries 
out, bo is ſufficient for theſe things ? With 
how: much more Reaſon may we? Does not 
our chearful Progreſs in our Work depend 
on a divine Aflatus, and the Spirit diſpenſad 

by Cbriſt? But if we take no notice of him 
in our Preaching, and do not: diſtinguiſh 
ourſelves from the moral Philoſophers of the 
Gentiles, how can we expect any more of this 
enlivening and encouraging Preſence: of 


Chriſt 
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Of preaching Chriſt, 28+: b | 
Chriſt than they had; nay, we have leſs 
ground to expect it, if we wiltully ſlight 
and flur ſo noble a Revelation, which they 


were never favoured with. 


(II.) It is the Way to win Souls to Chriſt, 
and make lively Chriftians. The Succeſs 
of the Goſpel is certainly no leſs owing to 
the Power of its Motives, than to the Clear- 
neſs, Fulneſs, and Purity of its Precepts. 
Theſe peculiar Motives of the Goſpel have 
all ſuch a reſpect to Chriſt, that they are en- 
ervated if he be diſregarded : The Goſpel 
Scheme is what God in his Wiſdom has 
pitched upon to reform Mankind, and fave 
them; and he ſeems in Honour concerned to 
crown it with greater Succeſs than any other 
Scheme whatſoever ; the preaching of Chriſt 
crucified is the power of God, 1 Cor. i. 23, 
24. If we maim the Goſpel, and ſuppreſs 
a good Part of it, we can expect but a ve- 
ry defective Succeſs in the Natureof Things; 
nay, may we not fear God's Honour is con- 
cerned in ſuch Caſe to blaſt us, and we ſhall 
be like to labour almoſt in vain. 

Obſervation agrees with this Theory: The 
great Maſters of Reaſon, who have leſs Re- 
gard to Chriſt in their preaching, may, in- 
deed, have a Charm for one of an hundred, 
who have a Taſte of the . Beauties of fine 


7 Reaſoning, and be of uſe to them, whilſt 


the Bulk of an Auditory is afleep : Alas 
Bs + B wit] 
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26 Of preaching Chriſt, 
with what Heart can we go on, entertaining 
two or three, to the ſtarving of moſt of the 


Souls in an Auditory. May we not alſo ob- 
lerve a happier Effect of a Strain prudently 


evangelical on Chriſtians themſelves ; that 


they who ſit under it are more lively, zealous, 
ready to every good Work, and heavenly- 
minded, than thoſe Chriſtians who have 
heard leſs of the Goſpel. 


(III.) It is a direct Imitation of the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt, Chriſt himſelf, whilſt upon 
Earth, preached the Goſpel in Parables, in 
a concealed Manner, diſtantly and with Re- 
ferve : He could not fo fully take the Ad- 
vantage of his Reſurrection, Satisfaction, 
Aſcenſion and the like, not yet done, made, 
or proved: He had many Things to ſay, 
which his Diſciples could not then bear; but 
he declares them afterward by his Spirit in 
his Apoſtles : They therefore are the true 
Pattern of our preaching now, after the 
Myſtery of Redemption is brought to Light, 
and hath its full Evidence. 

| How then did the Apoſtles preach Chrift ? 
It is endleſs to attempt a full Detail of parti- 
culars ; any part of the Apoſtolical Writings 
is Authority ſufficient to our Purpoſe ; and 
therefore I have been ſparing in Quotations 
all along, as needleſs to thoſe who will look 
into theſe Writings with this View. And 


here we do not deſire to alledge or inſiſt upon 
1 | : any 


Of preaching Chriſt, 27 
any Paſſages in their Writings, which may 
be ſuppoſed to be writ and inſerted for Rea- 
ſons peculiar to that Age and Country in 
which the Apoſtles wrote, and in which per- 
haps we are not ſo much obliged to imitate 
them in our preaching ; for what will remain 
after all theſe are put out of the Account, 
will, I am ſatisfied, be as full to our Pur- 
poſe, as theſe that are ſtruck off. | 
I will only then, by way of Specimen, ſe- 
le& ſome of the Apoſtles Diſcourſes on Du- 
ties moſt moral, where we are apteſt to for- 
get a Mention of Chriſt, or reſpect to him, 
that it may at once appear the Apoſtles ſnun- 
ned not the preſſing ſuch Duties, or a Re- 
gard to Chrif}, in the treating on them. 
1 Cor, vi. 8, Honeſty is preſſed by theſe 
Motives—the #nrighteous, thieves and extor- 
tioners, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God 
(which 1 in the Style of the New Teſtament 
is Chriſs Kingdom of Grace and Glory.) 
hat Chriſtians are converted by the 525 
rit of Chriſt, and juſtified by his righteouſneſs. 
1 Cor. vi. 15. Chaſtity is enjoyned, as our 
Bodies are members of Chriſt, as we are one 
ſpirit with him, temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
bought with a price. | 
1 Cor. viii. and ix. Alms is recommend- * 
ed, as it will bring a large Tribute of praiſe 
70 Cod for our ſubjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt 
—and co" became poor for our ſakes. | 
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Of preaching Chriſt. 7 

Tit. iii. 2. Evil ſpeaking is forbidden, 

becauſe we were fooliſh and wicked ; but the © 
grace of God has made the difference ; not for 
our righteouſneſs, but of his free mercy be has cu 
regenerated us, and given us his holy Spirit, as 
through Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we are juſtiffed, Sc 
and made heirs of glory. * ha 
Rom. xiii. Subjects are commanded to 8e 
obey Magiſtrates, Becauſe” the goſpel. dy is N 


come, and we ſhould put on Chrift Jeſus. tri 
Eph. v. 25. Huſbands are charged to love 
their Wives, as Chriſt loved the Church. 7 
Eph. v. 22. Wives obedience is urged, _ 
becauſe the huſband is the head of the wife, 
as Chriſt is the head of the church, io 
Tit. ii. 9. Servants are exhorted to their 

Duty, as they would adorn the dofirine of 

Chriſt—— becauſe grace ſo teacheth, and that 

we look for Chriſt”s appearance, who gave him- 
* ſelf for us, that wwe might be holy. 

Now what is there in theſe Motives pecu- 
liar to one Age or Nation ? Are not all theſe 
as good now as formerly? And are Men fo 
ready in their Duty, that we have no need 
of them? | 

Nay, it is worth Obſervation, that the 
Apoſtles do not confine themſelves to Mo- 
tives peculiarly adapted to the Duty they are 
refſing, and which ſerve to enforce one 
| rather than another; but, as you may 
look back and ſee, when ſuch proper Mo- 
tives are not at Handꝭ they take without any 

Sͤcruple 
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Of preaching Chriſt. 29 
Scruple common or general ones, which 
will equally enforce any Duty whatſoever. 

And why ſnould not we introduce the Pe- 
culiarities of the Goſpel on all Occaſions, 
as frequently as the Apoſtles did? If our 
Schemes of Theology will not allow us, we 
have Reaſon to ſuſpect we are in a different 
Scheme from the Apoſtles. Are we afraid 


Men will make perverſe uſe of ſuch Doc- 


trines as the Apoſtles uſed for Motives ? The 
Apoſtles choſe to venture it, and why ſhould 
not we ? If we will not dare to preach ſuch 


a Goſpel as may be perverted by Men of 


corrupt Minds to their own Injury, we muft 


not expect to be the Inftruments of any 


Good: If we will be he ſavour of life to ſome, 


we muſt expect to be the ſavour of death to 
others, or not preach at all. 


1 confeſs even the Remonſtrant Schiene 
(which, I think, conſiderably ſinks the Doc- 
trines of Grace) does allow room to regard 
Chriſt abundantly more than moſt Preachers 
of that Sett do: I would meet them on their 
own Principles : What hinders their fre- 
quently inculcating the Merits of Chriſt, 
the Depravity of our Natures, the Neceſ- 
ſity of Regeneration, the Aids of Grace, and 
Union and Communion with Cbriſt? Theſe 
Topicks, it were to be hoped, might 
have their Effect: But alas! how few of the 
Remonſtrants improve to Advantage ſo much 
of the Goſpel as they hold and receive: And 
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30 Of preaching Chriſt, 
it makes me leſs inclined to this Scheme, 
that it ſo generally draws thoſe that embrace 
it into a Strain of. preaching, even on prac- 
tical Subjects, ſo different from that of the 
Apoſtles; and inclines them, I know not 
how, to ſuppreſs thoſe glorious Motives 
(which yet their own Principles might allow) 
by which the Apoſtles enforced voi Du- 
ries. 


(IV.) So only we ſhall deſerve the Name 
of Preachers of Chri/t Only did I fay ? 
I am afraid this may ſound too harſh 
Come let us put the Matter as ſoft and can- 
did as common Senſe will allow us So 
ſhall we moſt evidently or beſt deſerve this 
honourable Title. 

Whilſt a Preacher a off from the Pe- 
culiarities of the Goſpel, and ſays nothing 
but what the Light of Nature would alſo 
ſuggeſt and authorize, give me leave to ſay, 
a Stranger might poſſibly doubt whether he 
is a Deiſt or a Chriſtian ; the Queſtion is 
like an imperfect Mathematical Problem, 
which equally admits of different Solutions. 

Suppoſe the Ghoſts of Paul and Seneca to 
come, mere Strangers, into an Aſſembly 
where one was haranguing the People in this 
abſtracted Manner; I am apt to think Sene- 
ca would claim him as a Philoſopher of his 
own Sect and Religion. Now if Paul ſhould 
alſo make his claim to him as a — 
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of Chriſt, how could the Queſtion be decid- 
ed without allowing Seneca to be a Preacher 
of Chriſt alſo. 

On the other Hand, if a Preacher picks / 
out ſome the Truths of the Go/pel of Chriſt, 
and even the peculiar and glorious Truths of 
Chriſtianity, but ſo unhappily manages them, 
as not to lead People to Holineſs, and the 
Imitation of Chri/t thereby, what is this to 
the Purpoſe of Preaching, to the Deſign of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel ? Such are quite off 
that Scheme which is calculated to deſtroy | 
the works of the devil, and to teach Men ſo- 
briety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs : It is not 
only Chriſt without us we are to preach, but 
Chriſt in us, and our putting on Chriſt Feſus 
by a holy Heart and Life. 

If the Apoſtle James ſhould come again, 
and make a vilitation to our Churches, and 
hear ſuch a Preacher, he would imagine he 
was got among ſuch People as he writes a- 
gainſt in his Epiſtle; he would be apt, When 
the Miniſter had done, in his zeal for Chriſt, 
to take the Text in Hand again, and ſup- 
ply what the Preacher had omitted, viz. the 
Application; and to ſay to the Auditors, 
| Know ye not that faith without works is dead? 
If the Preacher ſhould here interrupt him, 
ſaying, Hold, ſpare thy Pains, the Spirit 
« of God will make the Application,. and. 
teach Men Holineſs ;'— would not James. 
reply, I and the reſt of the Apoſtles were 
B 4 taught 
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taught to preach otherwiſe, and to give 
* particular Exhortations to Duty ; we judg- 
ed we might as well leave it to the Spirit, 


* without our Pains, to reveal the Doctrine, 


as to inſtruct Men in the Practice of the 
* Goſpel.” 

Upon the whole, Brethren, let it be our 
Reſolution to ſtudy and preach Chri/? Jeſus: 
On this Subject, there is room for the ſtrict- 
eſt Reaſoning and moſt ſublime Philoſophy; 
it deferves, invites and inſpires the ſtrongeſt 


Fire of the Orator; in extolling Chriſt, we 
cannot ſhock the moſt delicate Taſte by over- 


ſtrained Hyperboles ; here the Climax may 
riſe till it is out of Sight; our Imagery can- 
not be too ſtrong and rich; and what more 
moves than an Apoſtrophe to Cbriſt? Or 


what Proſopopceias more commanding than 


thoſe in which he is introduced ? 
Should our Lord himſelf appear and give 
you a Charge at your Entrance on the Mi- 
niſtry, would henot ſay (what indeed he has 
ſaid already : ) 3: a” 
As the Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you 
© to preach the kingdom of God ; that every knee 


may bow o me, and every tongue confeſs me : 
© teach them io obſerve all things whatſoever I 
' © have commanded you; and tell them, that with- 


© out me, they can do nothing ;, that when they 
gave done all, they are unprofitable ſervants, and 
© muſt be found in my righteouſneſs : —become all 
© things to all men; ſeek words which the Holy 


Ghoſt 
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© Ghoſt teacherh ; that yau may gain fouls, and 
« bring in my ſbeep for whom 1 2 down m life; 
* —if you love me, feed my ſheep : ——— 1 have 
© called you friends; do all in my name, and 10 
« mny honour ; ſo 1 wil be . always ; and 
* if you thus walch for ſouls, you fall give up 
© your account with joy at my afpraring ng .———T his 
* is the Preaching, which tho it ſeem fooliſh to 
* many, ſhall prove the power of God and wiſdom 
© of God: caſt forth the net on this fide, and ſo 
* you may expert 10 catch many ſouls : be followers 
* of my Apoſtles as they are of me, and in my 
name ſhall ye do wonders : if you preach me, 1 
and mine ſhall therein rejoice : be not aſhamed of 
* my Goſpel, and I will not be aſhamed of you.” 
But to arrive at any tolerable Perfection 
in Preaching Chriſt, is a Work of Time, 
the Reſult of a careful Peruſal of the Scrip. 
tures, and ſtudying the Hearts of Men: It 
requires the mortifying of the Pride of car- 
nal Reaſon, a great Concern for Souls, and 


humble Dependance on the Spirit of God, 


with the lively Exerciſe of Devotion in our 


Cloſets. 


As for the Reaſoning Part on the more 
agreed Points of our Religion, a young 
Preacher ſooner may get to conſiderable Ex- 


cellence : but the Chriſtian Orator is longer 


in finiſhing: We may ſooner get neceſſary 

Truths into our own Minds, and come at 

Minds of our own Size and Taſte ; but by 

N Motives and Ways to reach Souls of 
" 20 diffe . 
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different Make and Turn, even the loweſt of 
the Vulgar, is what very few quickly arrive 
at : But et us not deſpair ; if we thus regard 
Chriſt in our Miniſtrations, we may very- 
reaſonably expect the Aſſiſtance of his Spi- 
Tit, and we ſhall be able io do all this through 


Chriſt ſirengthning us. 


DISCOURSE I 


| DISCOURSE II. 
| Of particular and experimental 
PREACHING. 


Addreſſed to 


 Younctr MINISTERS. 


Gentlemen, 


2IGHTLY to divide the Word 
of Truth is the neceſſary Care of 
e 1 a Miniſter, if he would be appro- 

ved of God, and be a Workman that 


| dnp not to be aſhamed, 2 Tim. ii. 15. And 


it is a Skill worth ſtudying for, and labour- 


ing to attain :: Our Succeſs, and the Good 


of Souls depends upon it more than is com- 
monly imagined, 

No queſtion you may have heard many 
honeſt People expreſs their Diſſatisfaction 
with many Preachers, in ſuch Terms as theſe ; 
* They go on conſtantly in a general May that 
© does not come cloſe to the Heart, reaches not 

"m7 Caſe and Ctr oh and I cannot 640 by 
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* them. —— Their Complaint is not altoge- 
ther without Meaning or Reaſon, as I hope 
you will be convinced by and by. _ 
To keep a little in View that Paſſage of 
Scripture I have mentioned, the dividing ihe 
Word may mean theſe four Things. 


I. Going through the Variety of Goſpel Subjefts : 
Declaring the whole Counſel of God, the 
Doctrines of Grace, Threatnings, Promiſes, 
and Duties of Morality; and giving each its 
due Proportion. 7 

Some finding their Thoughts flow moſt 
readily and affectionately on the Doctrines of 
Grace, and that by theſe they beſt command 
the Affections of the Hearers, are altoge- 
ther upon them; and neglect to teach the 
People to obſerve what Chriſt has commanded 
them, I bear many of them witneſs they 
have a zeal for God, but I with it were more 
according to knowledge : They do not ſure ſuf- 
 ficiently conſider that Holineſs is the Defign 
of Chriſtianity ; and our Preaching on other 
Heads, is in order the better to enforce Du- 
Ty, and make Men like to Chrif. 9 

I am afraid, from what I have obſerved, 6 
that this Strain of Preaching will encreaſe ; 
the Number of ſuch Hearers, whom our 1 
Saviour deſcribes by the ſtony Ground in the 
Parable of the Sower, namely, ſuch who 
are all Notion and Affection, with a forward 
Profeſſion; but have an unſubdued no 

oot 
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Root in themſelves, and bring forth no Fruit 
to God. This Strain, I fear, though it 
brings many toward Chriſt, will bring but 
few ſafely to him: Many of their Hearers, 
with Chriſt much in their Mouths, will prove 
but Hypocrites ſettled on their Lees, and 
Slaves to Luſt. Nor is this Strain more 
happy for the uniform Growth of the ſincere 
Chriitian : They that ſit under it, are too 
frequently low, imperfect, and partial in 
practical Godlineſs ; diſtempered with Con- 
ceit and prepoſterous Zeal for Words and 
Phraſes, and Things of little or no Conſe- 
quence ; perplexed and perplexing others 
with a thouſand groundleſs Scruples ; child- 
ren in underſtanding, and it were happy were 
they ſo in Malice too ; but alas ! their Nar- 
rowneſs of Mind infects the Heart with un- 
Charitable Aﬀections to Chriſtians of diffe- 
rent Perſuaſions. 
Others having not arrived at the Reliſh 
of the Doctrines of Grace themſelves, ſup- 
preſs them in their Preaching, and are alto- 
gether on Morality ; enforcing it with no 
Motives of the Goſpel, except ſome of thoſe 
addreſſed to Fear. Theſe, if they are 
Maſters of much Fire, may convince ſome; 
but it fares with moſt of their Convicts, as 
with the Man in the Parable, out of whom 
the unclean Spirit went for a while; but find- 
ing his Houſe empty, returned with ſeven 
more; and the latter End of ſuch is worſe 
than 
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than the Beginning. —Or elſe, the awaken- 
ed Hearer takes up with a proud Depend- 
ance upon a miſtaken, external, and Phari- 
ſaical Righteouſneſs. Or elſe the convinced 
Sinner, not being by his Teacher led to Chriſt, 
roceeds not, ſettles not, but abiding long 
under the doubtful Copleren.- is wearied with 
it, weary of it, and comes to nothing; which 
ſeeems to be the Thought in Ho/. xiii. 13. 
Ephraim is an unwiſe ſon ; he ſhould not ftay 
long in the Place of the breaking forth of chil- 
dreu—Or laſtly, if any are converted under 
his Miniſtry, it is very uſual that they are 
forced to deſert it, to find richer and ſweet- 
er Paſture for their Souls. 
Some of their Hearers may poſſibly pre- 
fer this Strain of Preaching ; but it does nor 


thence follow they are the better for it : And 


here Iwill recite a Paragraph out of Remark- 


able Paſſages in the Life of a private Gentle- 


man. Spiritual ſearching Diſcourſes I did not 
* ſo much ſavour as mere moral Doftirines ; tho” 
© God knows too immoral myſelf. 
I had conceived of the Strength of my gocd 
© Reſolutions rendered them grateful—Seneca's 
© Morals I read with great Pleaſure 
© Baxter's Saints Reſt frighted me; ſo in read- 
* ing a few Pages, I 8 it by.” 

Thus with Regret he tells us what little 
Profit he had in that Way, of his Fondneſs 
of which he was aſhamed, when he came to 
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- # be of Paul's Mind, 10 count all droſs and dung 

' 4 that he might gain Chriſt. 

- II. The putting of a Thought in ſeveral diſ- 

1 lind Views and Lights for different Purpoſes and 

| Defigns. The ſacred Writers are herein our 

1 Pattern, and that not by Chance, but for 
wiſe Reaſons. One View is deſigned to raiſe 
one Affection; another View, to excite an- 
other of a different Sort: And farther, one 
of the Views is deſigned as an Antidote a- 
gainſt the Poiſon, which the Corruption of 
Men's Hearts might draw out of the other. 

For inſtance, the Terms and Way of our 
Juſtification and Salvation are frequently 
ſtated thus 

That we muſs be found i in Chriſt, having on 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil. 
Hi. 9. and we muſt be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 

And this View is exquiſitely adapted to 
humble us, to draw forth Love and Grati- 
tude, and encourage our Hopes and De- 

>endance. 

But leſt this Phraſeology alone made uſe 
of, ſhould beget Ns at other Times 
we are told 

That by works a man is juſtified, and not by 
faith only, and that faith without works is dead, 
Jam. ii. 24, 26. and that the Enquiry at the 
laſt Day ſhall be, who has fed the hungry, 

; 9 the naked ? &c, Nate. XXV. 


RE 7 


And 


Lat 1 n & „33 een Sh . 18 3 £ 8 F 1 . 
"> io > Ae: den CDG; ECG I 8 ꝙJ63ͤĩ]?ê1½!; . ag Bt I a ee "MERE. 
eine * r r RW e CCC (c thts Food 
5 Cp OE . & N F LM iN eg :53 5 1 Sn SL 4 KF 5 1 
n 2 / / vv 2a e 


40 Of particular and 


And moſt commonly theſe two Views are 
united in the fame Paragraph ; that one may 
prevent the ill Conſequences Man's Perverſe- 
neſs would draw from the other: As Phyſi- 
cians finding ſome dangerous Effect likely to 

follow from a Drug of ſovereign Virtue, 
mix ſome other with it to prevent the fatal 


Conſequences. 


So we are ſaid to be ele according io the 
foreknowledge of God, through (auttification of 


the Spirit unto Obedience, and ſprinkling of the 
Blood of Jeſus, 1 Pet. i. 2. 


Again we are told, that h Grace we are 


Javed through faith, le gift of God, not of 


works; for we are his 3 created in 
Chriſt unto geod-works, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. 
I may give another Inſtance, in the dif- 
ferent Ways the Scripture ſpeaks of Power 
and Duty. 
Sometimes we are told, that we cannai come 
to Chrift except the Father draw 45, Joh. vi. 44. 
That w:thout Chriſt we can do nothing, Job. 
xv. 5. That if we live, it is not we, but Chrijt 
that liveth in us, Gal. ii. 20. 
Now theſe Views tend to hide pride from 
Man, to create a Diffidence of ourſelves, 
and to centre our Hopes and Dependance in 
_ Cri. 
But left the ſlothful and wicked Servant 
ſhould make his Impotence his Excuſe z we 
are called upon to turn aud make us new Hearts, 
exhorted to aſk and we ſhall receive, and are aſ- 
ſured 
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ſured God will give the Spirit io them ibat aſk 


him, Luke xi. , 13. 

And how happily are theſe two Views u- 
nited in Phil. ii. 12, 13. Work out your own 
ſalvation with fear and trembling ; far it is God 
tal worketh in you to will and o do. 

Now, leſs ſkilful Dividers of the Word 


deal entirely in one of theſe Views only, and 


neglect the other; and whilſt they are la- 
bouring to excite one good Affection, they 
raiſe another of a bad Tendency together 
with it: To this in part is owing that there 
are ſo many low or diſtempered Chriſtians. 
Nor is this Partiality more happy at effect- 
ing the rea] Converſion of Sinners, who ge- 
nerally under ſuch Management are either 
left aſleep, and ſettled in a fond Conceit of 
their own Righteouſneſs 3 or elſe Humble at 
be rack of offence, (in a different Manner in- 


dted from what the Jews did) thinking to 


find by Cbriſt a Way to Heaven, without 
Holineſs or moral Honeſty. 


III. Diftint?ly explaining and enforcing parti- 
cular Duties, and oppoſing particular Sins, It 
is true, the whole Scheme of Goſpel Duty is 
deducible from the general Heads of Faith 
and Love; but alas! moſt Mens Minds are 
ſlow, confuled and erroneous in long De- 
ductions, and it is our Buſineſs to lead them 
on in every ſtep, and to ſhew what particular 
Duties to God, our Neighbour, and our- 
| _ ſelves, 
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ſelves, will flow from theſe Principles, and 
are neceſſary to make the Man of God per- 
fect. We muſt particularly teach them to 
add to their faith, virtue, knowledge, temper- 
_ ance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs, and 
charity, if we would not leave them #lind and 
unfruitful, 2 Pet. i. 7. And we ſhould in a 
particular Manner ſpeak of 7he fruits of the 
Spirit, as love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gen- 
tleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and temter- 
ance ; and at proper Seaſons explain and en- 
force each of them, Gal. v. 22, 23. We 
ſimould apply the Lamp of the Word to de- 
i tect and diſgrace all the particular works of 
8 darkneſs, and to make manifeſt ihe fruits of 
| tbe fleſh; fuch as adultery, laſciviouſneſs, wrath, 
firife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, riders: 
drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch like, G al. v. 
I9, 20, 21. 
1 If I ſhould read to a ſick Perſon a learned 
Lecture of the Benefit of Health, and ex- 
hort him to take care to recover it; but ne- 
ver enquire into the Nature of his Diſeaſe, 
or prefcribe proper Methods and Medicines 
il for the Cure ; he would hardly acquieſce in 
me for his Phyſician, or reſign the Care of 
hha.s bodily Health to me. 
| Nor is it a more likely Way to the Soul's 
F Healthtoreſt in general Exhortations to Ho- 
lineſs only, without diſtinctly handling the 
ſeveral Branches thereof, and Sins t 
thereunto. | 
Iv. Par- 
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TV. Particularly applying to the ſeveral Caſes, 
Tempers, and Experiences of the Hearers, Be- 
ſides many Thoughts ſuited in general to all 
} Caſes, there might properly ariſe in the Ap- 
md 3 lication of moſt Subjects, Thoughts diſtinct- 
md ly proper to the Converted and Unconvert- 
1a 3} ed, to notional Hypocrites, and mere Mo- 
be AX raliſts, to Mourners, to Back- ſliders and la- 
u. zy Chriſtians, and at ſeveral Times to a much 
L- greater Variety of Characters and Perſons. 


n- Now ſuch particular Addreſſes, when the 
e MX Caſe is lively drawn, in the natural Lan- 
- =* guage of the Sort of Men intended, and ju- 
* diciouſly and artfully ſpoken to, are the clo- 
f *F 4ſeft, moſt weighty, and moſt uſeful Parts of 
3 the Application, | 
, That zh:s is the true Way of addreſſing 
an Auditory, . 272. to divide them into ſeve- 


ral Claſſes, and diſtinctly ſpeak to each, will 
be plain, if we ſook through the Apoſtolical 
Writings, and I might add the Prophetical 
alſo, with this View; and we ſhall find that | 
bath Prophets and Apoſtles frequently take 
care to diſtinguiſh zhe holy and the vile, the 
Converted. and the Unconverted. As for 
inſtance, as to their Knowledge and Appre- 
henſions of Things. 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. The 
natural man receiveib not the things of the Spi- 
rit—ibey are fooliſhneſs to him be cannot know. 
them : But the ſpiritual judge all things. And 

alſo as to their Obedience to the Law. 

Rom. viii. 7, 8. The carnal mind is enmity a- 


gainſ 
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gainſt God—1s not ſulject to God's law, nor can 
be ſubjet?, or pleaſe God. 

They particularly rebuke Scoffers, ad 
confute Gainſayers — bebold ye deſpiſers, and 
wonder, and periſh — as for Inſtance, thoſe 
who denied or cavilled at the Reſurrection. 
1 Cor. xv. Thou fool, that which thou foweſt, is 
not quickened except it die, &c. and allo, thoſe 
that were for a Faith without Works, Jam. 
ii. Wilt thou know, vain man, that faith with- 
out Works is dead? &c. 

They addreſs to carnal ſtupid Sinners in an 
awful Way denounce woe 10 them that are at 
eaſe : As Paul when he made Felix tremble, 
Alls xxiv. 25, or as Stephen, Acts vii. 51— 
54, Ze ſtiff. nected, and uncircumciſed, &c. 
They lead convinced Sinners to Cbriſt; to 
thoſe that are enquiring they ſay, F ye will 
enquire, enquire ye, return, come, turn to the 
. Strong bold; if the Lord hath torn, he will heal: 
As in Ads ii. 38. Repent and be baptized in the 
name of the Lord Feſus for the remiſſion of fins, 
Sc. Acts xvi. 31. Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, &c. 

They reaſon with the Moraliſt, and thoſe 
th at irujt in themſelves that they are righteous ; 
thewing their righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, Rom. 

iii. The law ſaith, there is none righteous, but all 
| the world are guilty before Cod; therefore by the 
deeds of the law ſball no fleſh be juſtified 3 but the 
 Tiphleoufneſs of God is manifeſted, that God might 
free juſtify them that believe on Feſus : there- 


te ore 
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fore man is juſtified by faith ;, boaſting is exclud- 
ed by the law of faith, And Gal. iii. Ne re- 
ceived the Spirit by the hearing of faith — the 
goſpel was before preached to Abraham — they 
that are of the works of the law, are under the 
curſe. But the law could not diſannul the cove- 
nant confirmed before, but was a ſchool maſter 10 
bring us 10 Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by 
faith; they then that are ChriſPs, are Abra- 
ham?s ſeed, and heirs according to the promiſe. 

They ſharply rebuke and expole pretend- 
ing Hypocrites, ſhewing them their Abomi- 
nations, detecting and confounding the 
Wretches that delight to know God's ways, and 
hear bis word, but will not do it: As Peter, 
Acts viii. 21. Thou haſh no part in this matter; 
thy Heart is not right in the fi. ht of God; and 
James in chap. ii. Shew me thy faith without thy 
works—the devils believe and tremble. 

They ſpirit up Chriſtians that have but a 
little Strength, and perſuade them to make 
farther Advances in Religion; that he that 
Is feeble may be as David: as in Heb. v. at the 
end, and the beginning oi ch. vi. Ze are dull 
of bearing—for the time ye ought to have been 


teachers —ſtrong meat belongeth to them that are 


of full age—therefore leaving the fir ji principles, 
let us go on to perfection. 

They deal with the ſeveral Sorts of dis. 
tempered Chriſtians tenderly, and yet plain- 
ly and faithfully ; as particularly with thoſe 


who idolized one — and deſpiſed o- 
thers: 
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thers ; telling them, it is not by migbt or 
powwver of man, but by God's Spirit, that the 
Goſpel is ſucceſsful; as in 1 Cor. iii. While 
one ſaith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of 
Apollos, are ye not carnal? Who is Paul or 
Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye believed? It is 
God that giveth the increaſe — Paul, Apollos, 
Cephas, all are yours. They endeavour to 
ſoften thole of too rigid a Temper, exhort- 
ing them not zo ſpeak to the Grief of thoſe whom 


God hath ſmitten : as in 2 Cor. ii. 7. Yeought | 


rather to forgive and comfort him: ] beſeech you 
confirm your love towards him. Gal. vi. 1. If a 
man be overtaken in a fault, reſtore him in the Spi- 
rit of meekneſs, conſidering leſt thou alſo be tempt- 
ed- They talk roundly to thoſe, who are 
apt to make God the Author of Sin; who 
ſay we unavoidably pine away in our iniquities, and 
how tan we then be ſaved? as in Fam. i. 12, 


&c. Let no man ſay, I am tempted of God; ” | 


God tempteth not any man. 
Declining Chriſtians are quickened, a- 
wakened, and put in mind of the love of 


their eſpouſals : as in Rev. iii. 2. be watchful, 


and ſtrengtben the things that remain that are rea- 
dy to die. 

They awfully warn thoſe who are in Dan- 
ger of {inning and falling back to Perdition 
telling them, the righteouſneſs they have done 
will be remembered no more, and God's 5 will 
have no pleaſure in them : as in Heb. vi. 4. Cc. 
11 is impoſſuble for thoſe who were once en. 

| | ed 
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ed, &c. if they fall away, lo renew them again 
Jo repentance, ſeeing they cruciſy ibe Son of God 


afreſh. | 
They encourage the perſecuted and af- 
flicted; telling them, when they poſs through 


fire and water, God will be with them, and 


that when they are tryed they ſhall come forth 
as gold, and be the Lord's in the day that be 
maxeth up his jewels: As in Rom, vill. 18. 
The ſufferings of this preſent time, are not wor- 
thy to be compared with the glory that ſball be 
revealed. And. Heb. xii. We are compaſſed 
with a cloud of witneſſes — Feſus endured the 
croſs, and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on bigh — whom the Lora loveth be 
chaſteneth, and that for our profit — cbaſtening 
welds the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, And 
more particularly, thoſe that lament Re- 
lations dead in Chrift, are told, they ſhall 
go to be happy with them, though the dead 
ſhall not return; as in 1 75%. iv. 13, 14. 
Sorrow not as others that have no hope ; for 
them which fleep in Feſus will God bring with 
him. | 

There are alſo particular Leſſons for 


ſtrong Chriſtians z viz. to be tender to the 


Weak, and to be public-ſpirited, that as 
Epbraim ſhould not ewvy Fudab, ſo neither ſhould 
Judab vex Ephraim: Rom. xvi. Him that is 
weak in the faith receive —— Let not him that 


eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth not —— Let 
| none 
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none put a ſtumblinę · block in his brother*s way 
— Let not your good be ill ſpoken of 
Haſt thou faith, have it to thyſelf —— 
Bear the infirmities of the weak = Let eve- 
ry one pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edifi- 
cation, And in 1 Cor. viti, Knowledge puffeth 
up; but charity eaiieth Let not your liber- 
ty te a ſtumbling-bloc to the weak nor 
through thy knowledge let thy weak brother pe- 
riſh, for whom Chriſt died —— , fleſh make 
my brother to offend, I will eat no meat while the 
world ſtands. Again they are told, that 3 
mark is ſet upon the men that deplore the Sins 
of the Times; and a book of remembrance is 
written for thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by their Piety in Times of abounding Wick- 
edneſs: as in Rev, iii. 4. Thou hoſt a few 
names who have not defiled their garments ; and 
/hall walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 
Tou find alſo a ſuitable Portion for thoſe 
who are groaning under Corruption ; who 
complain they were ſhapen in iniguity, and 
their actual errors are paſt underſtanding in 
Rom. vi. Although I am carnal, ſold under fin, 
and what I would I do not, and what I hate 
that do 1; in my fleſh dwells no good, and to 
perform good J find not, yea with the fleſh ] ſerve 
the law of ſm (ob wreiched man that I am! ) 
yet I conſent to God's law, and delight in it af- 
ter the inner-man ; it is not then 1 that do this 
eu, but fin that dwelleth in me — I hank 


God 
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God through Chriſt, with my mind I ſerve God's 
law, and God will deliver me from the body of 
this death, And they are told how God has 
laid on Chriſt our iniquities, and he will be 
the Lord our righteouſneſs and flrength : 1 John 
ii. 1. Vany man ſin, we have an advocate with 


the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, 
The Humble and Penitent, who are of a 


_ - contrite ſpirit, and tremble at God's word, are 


comforted, 2 Cor. vii. Z were ſorry indeed, 
it was but for a ſeaſon — It was after a podly 
manner J rejoice in it Such ſorrow 
worketh repentance not to be repented of- It 


* roroaght in you carefulneſs, fear, deſire, zeal and 
revenge; you have approved your ſelves clear in 


15515 matter. 

They who want Direction, and cry our, 
Ob that my ways were directed to keep thy ſta- 
RVA > are ſent to God for Counſel, Jam. 1. 

5. If any lack wiſdom, let him aſe it of God, 


1 it ſhall be given bim. 


The deceiver and the deceived, (viz. thoſe 
of evil Minds, who ſeduce others, and thoſe 
that are miſled in the Simplicity of their 
Hearts) are to be diſtinctly and differently 

treated, Jude 22. On ſome bave Compaſſion, and 
others ſave with fear. 

As for thoſe of the Houſe of Vael in De- 
ſertion, who mourn after the Lord, who walk 
in darkneſs and ſee no light, and fay the Lord 
bath forſaken me, * * I believe, few, 

"1 
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if any, in thoſe Days of the plentiful Effu— 
ſion of the Spirit, when the Goſpel-Church 
was in its Infancy, and à nation was to be born 
in a day; but few, I ſay, who had doubts 
about their Sincerity : they had Perſecutions, 
Diſtreſs, and Exerciſes of another Sort ; and 
thoſe were ſufficient. I am apt to think 
ſuch Caſes were alſo rare in the beginning 
of the Reformation from Popery : which 
ſeems to be the Occaſion of fome of the 
firſt Reformers confounding Faith with Aſ— 
ſurance. However, there are laid up, in 
the New Teſtament, ſome proper Hints of 
Counſel, for ſuch as ſhould in after-times 
labour under the Hidings of God's Face ; 
as, to examine themſelves - For this to be- 
feech the Lord To clear tbemſelues of Sin 
o. 10 faint in well-doing ;, and the like. 

Brethren, from your Acquaintance with 
the Scriptures, you will eaſily perceive that 
I could as happily run this Specimen much 
farther through the ſacred Writings. And if 
you peruſe the Writings of the moſt powerful 
and ſucceſsful Preachers, particularly the 
Puritan Divines, you will ſee that they here- 
in imitated the great Leaders of the Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſion ; and were large in their par- 
ticular Application to ſeveral ' Sorts of Per- 
ſons ; ſuiting their Diſcourſes to all the Va- 
riety of the Hearts of Men, and Sorts and 
Frames of Chriſtians, according to the true, 

Precepts 


. 


| The word of God is quick and powerful 
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Precepts of Oratory and Chriſtianity, In- 
this Way they found their own Hearts warm 
ed, and thus they reached the Hearts of 
their Hearers; whilſt many were imagining 
the Miniſter had been told of their Caſe, 
and made the Sermon for them: and ſo 
was verified that Paſſage in Heb. iv. 12. 


a diſcerner of thoughts and intents of the 
heart. 

Now what Succeſs can we reaſonably ex- 
pect, if we do not take into cloſe Conſide- 
ration the Caſe of our ſeveral ſpiritual Pa- 
tients? 

If a Man profellog Pyß * ſhould admi- 
niſter or give out one conſtant Medicine for 
Fevers, and another for Conſumptions, and 
ſo for other Diſtempers, without conſider- 
ing the Age, Conſtitution, Strength, and 
Way of Living of his Patient; and not 
vary his Method and Medicines as thoſe 
varied: we ſhould hardly call this the regu- 
lar Practice of Phy/c& : nor can I think this 
general and undiſtinguiſhing Way will be 
more ſafe, or likely to anſwer its End, in 
Divinity than in Medicine. 

Now I reſt perſuaded, Brethren, the 
thing 1s ſo evident you cannot but allow, it 
is the beſt to ſuit ourſelves to all the Vari- 
ety of Tempers and Experience of the Hear- 
ers, if it can be done; and I hope I may 

"Ge ff ſuc- 
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ucceſsfully offer ſome Thoughts upon the 
Way how this Skill may be attained. 


Above all then, carefully ſtudy your own Þ 
Hearts, and preach over the ruder Sketches 


of your Sermons to yourſelves firſt ; by 
which Means the correſponding Workings 
of your own Hearts and Affections may fur- 
niſh you with proper Thoughts wherewith 
to apply cloſely to all, whoſe Temper, and 


Experience, and Caſe is like your own: for 


what is ſupplied to your imperfect. Notes, 


out of the applicatory Meditations of your 2 
own Minds on the Subject, will very prob- 


ably, according to the uſual Way of the 
Spirit, happily and powerfully ah thole 
of the ſame Make in like Circumſtances. 
But alas! one Man's Experience falls 
far ſhort of all the Variety of Men's Hearts, 
and of the Spirit's Work'z nay, thoſe whole 
Heads are turned for cloſe and regular 
Thought, and whoſe Time has been ſpent 
in Study and Letters, as they go on more 
rationally and evenly in Religion, have leſs 
Variety of Experience, than many of a dif- 


ferent Mold and Way of thinking. Here 


it will be needful then to look out of our- 
| ſelves, and take a larger View, in order to 
be acquainted with Caſes and Tempers dif- 
ferent from our own ; and with ſuch Me- 


thods of the Spirit's Work, as we ourſelves * 


have never experienced, but many others 
| have, 
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have. Now the beſt and original Way of 
getting this Acquaintance with Men, and 
with God's Workings in them, (and I may 
add of Satan's Workings alſo) is by con- 
verſing freely with the ſerious People of our 
Flock. | 

I know your Thoughts will prevent me 
with an Objection: You will ſay, this is al- 
; moſt impractable, eſpecially amongſt Per- 
ſons of Politeneſs and Figure; theſe alas! 
too rarely will uſe any ſuch Freedom with 
us, in laying open their Hearts, and com- 
municating their. Experiences to us, as to 
give us the needful Information If we 
ever do arrive at any Acquanitance with the 

Experience of Chriſtians, it is little Thanks 
{ to ſuch as theſe; they expect we ſhould 
preach ſuitably to them, and that with as 
much Reaſon as Nebuchadnezzar demanded 
of the Wiſe Men to interpret a Dream they 
knew not. The middle and lower Sort of 
People indeed, are more unreſerved to grave 
Miniſters of Age and Standing; but will 
hardly uſe the ſame Freedom with young 
Men. | Fs 34 | | 

To help you over this Difficulty, I would 


ne 1] obſerve ; that as for be Polite, and Men of © 
5 ſome Thought and Reading, your own Experi- 
f. ence, with the Allowances and Corrections 
a moderate Skill in Human Nature will 
5 enable youito make, may lead you into hap- 
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py Conjectures at their Way of Thinking: 
Beſides, in the Time of their Viſitation, 
under ſome ſore Affliction, you ſhall find 
them more communicative; and an Hour's 
free Diſcourſe, with ſuch as can give a 
rational and intelligible Account of them- 
ſelves, in a Seaſon when they are diſpoſed 
to do it, is as valuable and uſeful, as it is 
rare and difficult to enter into. 
Again, have an Eye upon 2he ſerious 
Youth, whom Nature and Providence has 
deſigned to place in a ſuperior Claſs ; and 
eſpecially at a Time when the Impreſſions 
of Religion are new to them: You ſhall find 
them more open than elder Perſons, if you 
court their Intimacy. and relieve their Baſh- 
fulneſs: And if you can ſee into the Heart 
of a Youth, then with the proper Allowances 
for the Alterations that Age and Buſineſs will 
make, you may pretty well gueſs at their 
Turn of Mind in more advanced. Years. 
With the Generality of ſerious and more 
advanced Chriſtians, there needs not ſo much 
Nicety, to get into fuch a ſpiritual Intimacy 
with them as we deſire ; the laying aſide 
Nicety and Ceremony, and getting into ſuch 
u grave good-natured Way as our Character 
requires, is more than half-way to our Pur- 
ſe: Where this is inſufficient to encourage 
the People to Freedom, lead them into it by 
communicating firſt, either what your- 


ſelves 
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"my ſelves have experienced, under the Name of | 
find a third Perſon (if, Modeſty or Prudence re- 
Tour's quire) or elſe Mat you have learned from o- 


ive 3 thers, without betraying the Confidence they 

hem. have put in you: By theſe Methods we ſhall 

poſed g feldom fail of drawing ſerious People on to 

+ itis ſuch a Freedom, as will be of Uſe to them 

and ourſelves——If we heartily go about it, 
we are pretty ſure to ſucceed. 

I may farther hint at a compendious Way 
for the gaining much Knowledge of Men's 
Hearts in a little Time, viz, If you have 

any tolerable Skill in the different Tempers 
and Complexions of Mankind, diſtribute in 
_ Thoughts your People into Claſſes, ac- 

_ cording to their natural Genius and Temper, 
and ſelect one of each Claſs to be more 2 
ticularly acquainted with; for amongſt thoſe 

whom Nature has. formed alike, you ſhall 
find upon farther Enquiry, a ſtrange. Uni- 

formity in the Spirit's Work and Way of 

Proceeding with them. 
I might recommend a Way of knowing. Þ} 

theſe Things at ſecond Hand, viz. from the Þ}J 

moſt popular and experimental Authors; but: 

this way is far inferior to the other; and we 

ſhall but faintly paint any Phænomenon of 

the Heart, by copying another Picture; it 

is infinitely preferable to do it from the Life. 

Yet would I earneſtly recommend the Peru- 

fal of ſuch Authors, as deal much in an ex. 
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perimental Strain, and have been very ſuc - 
ceſsful in it; but with a different Deſign, viz. 
That we may learn from them, how to del- 
cribe, in a diſcreet and lively Manner, ſuch 
Caſes as we ourſelves have obſerved; and 
how to addreſs properly to thoſe Caſes, with 
the like Thoughts and Expreſſions, as have 
in the Courſe of their Preaching happily an- 
ſwered the End. 
After all, rightly to divide the Word of 
Truth with Wiſdom, is a Matter of no ſmall 
Difficulty ; but if we carefully and diligently 


go about it, with a Zeal for our Maſter's In 


tereſt, and ſenſible of our own Inſufficience, 
«ſting Wiſdom of God, we know be giveth li- 
berally, and will ſurely make us wi/e io win 
Souls, to the Honour of his Name, and our 
own refoicing in the day of the Lord Jeſus; to 
whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, that 
one.God whom we adore, be paid the high- 
2 Honours and Praiſes to eternal Ages. 
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HE good Acceptance which ' 
„ he two preceding Diſcourſes * 
met with, when they were firſt © 
Ja publiſhed by the Author, (a 
RE S 7 PS /ittle before his Death) and 
S A the ſpeedy Demand of a ſecond - 
Edition, together with the frequent Enquiries 
which have been made for them ſince they 
have been out of Print, encourages this Re- 

Publication of them. Were it proper for me 
to add any Thing to that Recommendation which - 
is prefixed to them, I might mention the Accept- 

. ance which they have alſo met with in Foreign 
Parts. For, beſides à large Edition printed in 
Scotland, they have lately been tranſlated and 
publiſhed in the German Language, by Order 
of the Reverend Dr. Franck, the preſent 
worthy . Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity 

- "of 
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Service of the Sanctuary. In the Letter, which 


PREFACE. 
of Hall in Saxony, 
Warrs, who correſponds with that Profeſſor, 


ent bim theſe Diſcourſes the laſt Tear; with 
which he was ſo well pleaſed, as not only to 


give them à very high Encomium in his next 
Leiter to the Doctor, but to get them tranſiat- 

ed into High-Dutch, and inſerted in à Collec- 
tion of Papers, which is publiſhed in that Coun- 
try about once a Month, for the Advancement 
of Religion. In return for this Preſent, which 
proved ſo very acceptable to the good Profeſſor, 
he ſoon after ſent the Doftor a Latin Tran/la- 
fion of a Letter, which his excellent Father, 
and Predeceſſor in the Divinity Chair at Hall, 


bad publiſhed in the German Language, pretty 


much on the ſame Subject; which the Doctor. 
bas been ſo kind as to communicate io me, and 


tobich ] have tranſlated into Engliſh, and here 
added to theſe Diſcourſes of my Brother*s , in 


bopes that, by the Blaſing of God, it may be 
a confi, derable Means of 6b: ing the good De- 
fign of them, viz. to form il Labourers for 
the Lord's Vineyard, aud to revive that toa 
much neglected Strain and Way of preaching, 
which large Experience has abundantly proved 
to be moſt 175 ul and ſucceſsful. 

be two preceding Diſcourſes were originally 
prepared for Academical Lefiures, and were de- 
livered by the Author to a ſett of Pupils, who 
were training up under his Inſtrufiion for the 
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is now added, ue have the Sentiments of one 


of the moſt. celebrated Preachers and Divines, 
and perhaps one of the moſt truly Apoſtolick 
Men, that ſome paſt Ages have known, on the 
ſame Subject: A man whom God did very un- 
commonly own, not only as a Preacher and a 


Tutor, but above all in that almoſt miraculous 


Work (if I need ſay almoſt) bis building and 
eſtabliſhing the Orphan- Houſe at Glaucha in 
the Suburbs of Hall; a Work which both in 
the Beginning and Progreſs of it can be attri- 


 buted to no Means ſo properly as to the Power 


of Faith. An Hiſtorical Account of that Af- 


Fair, wrote by the Profeſſor himſelf, as it was 


laid before Frederick I. King of Pruſſia, to 
whoſe Dominions Hall belonged, and who in 
the Year 1700 gave a Commiſſion on to Jour of his 


Privy Counſellors to examine ſtrittly into it, was 


afterwards publiſhed, under the Title of Pietas 
Hallenſis, oy has fince been tranſlated into 
Engliſh. I ſuppoſe it will not be unacceptable, 
to ſuch Perſons eſpecially as have not read that 
larger Account, to > a my Abſirati of it - 


in this Place. 


When the Profeſſor was firſt ſettled as a Mi- 


nifter at Glaucha, be, according to the Cuſtom 


of cbaritably diſpoſed Perſons in thoſe Parts, 
appointed one Day in every Week for the Poor 


| to come to his Door for Alms. Their Miſeries, 
but eſpecially their groſs Ignorance and Wicked- 


neſs which generally prevails among that ſort of 
; People, 


1 People, very ſenſibly touched him; and above al 
to ſee Numbers of Children among them grow- 
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ing up in that diſſolute way of Life, was to 
him à very affecting and pitiful Sight. This: 
made him reſolve on ſome Attempt for their ſpi- 
ritual as well as their bodily Relief. Accord. 
zngly every Thurſday, which was his Day for 


diſtributing Alms, he took all the Poor that 


came, into his Houſe ;: and there, beſides giving 
them Money, he inſtrutted the Children, in the 


Preſence of the Elder Perſons, in the Principles 
of Religion, and concluded with Prayer. This 


Exerciſe was ſet. up in the Beginning of the Tear 
1694. The Number of the Poor who came to this 
Exerciſe (many of them probably for the ſake of 


the Alms ) ſoon increaſing, and conſequently the 


Charge that attended it increaſing too, . obliged . 
the Profeſſor to ſeek for ſome Aſſiſtance in carry- 
ing on this. good Work. For that Purpoſe there- 


fore be ſet up an Alms-Box in his Parlour, with 


theſe Words written over it, 1 John mn. 17. 
Whoſo hath this World's Goods, and feeth - 
his Brother have need, and ſhutteth up his 
Bowels of Compaſſion from him, how dwell- 
eth the Love of God in him? and under it, 2 
Cor. ix. 7. Every Man according as he pur- 
poſeth in his Heart, ſo let him give, not 
grudgingly, or of neceſſity, for God loveth 


a chearful giver. This was intended as a. ta- 


tit Admonition to all that came in, to open their 
Hearts towards the Poor. About a quarter of a 
| | Ter 
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Year after this Box was ſet up, a certain Per- 


ſon put into it at one Time, to the Value of 


Eighteen Shillings and Six-pence, Engliſh. 
When the Profeſſor took this Sum into his Hands, 
he ſaid, in full Aſſurance of Faith, * This is 


e now a conſiderable Fund, worthy to be laid 


& out in ſome important Undertaking ; there- 


© fore Iwill even take this for the Foundation 
* 4 a Cbarity- School. And immediately he 


laid out eight Shillings of it in Books, and hired. 


a poor Student to teach the Children two Hours 


in a Day. When this Stock was juſt ſpent, 
ſome Friends who came to vifit the Profeſſor, 


und were much pleaſed with his charitable Eſ- 


ſay, contributed more; upon which the twoa- 
Hours of teaching were enlarged to five, and. 


Ams were diſtributed to the Children three times 


a Week, to engage them to come more conſtant- 
iy to School. But after Matters had gone on 
in this way for ſome Time, the Profeſſor but too 

plainly ſaw that all his Endeavours upon thoſe 
poor Vagrants were like to be fruſtrated, by 


their keeping ſuch bad Company out of Schook- 


time. Some of them ran away with their 
Books, and returned to School no more. This 
made him reſolve to chooſe out twelve of the 
moſt hopeful of the Children, and to venture up- 


on their Maintenance, as well as their Educa- 


tion. Alt firft he put them out to Perſons of 
known Integrity and Piety, to be educated by 
them, But as this little Beginning came to be 

| 1 known 
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known abroad, ſeveral Perſons ſent in C ontri- 
butions to carry on ſo good a Deſign ; particu- 


F larly the Lord put it into the Heart of a Per- 
| ſon of Quality to give a Thouſand Crowns, 
and two other Perſons contributed four Hund- 


red. Upon which a Houſe was purchaſed, and 
converted into an Hoſpital for the poor Oi pbans. 


This was in the Year 1696.. Afterwerds 


Alms were ſent in by. ſeveral other Perſon ;, 
many of them came from unknown Hands. 


| Accordingly more Children were flill admitted 
into the Hoſpital, till the Houſe grew too ſtrait 
for them; which put the Profeſſor on a' Def n 


of building a large and commodious Hoſpital ; 


for be clearly foreſaw, that the hiring of more 


Houſes, ſcattered up and down, would be at- 


. tended with very great Inconveniencies. One 


Gentleman had lately . ſent bim five hundred 
Crowns, ith. a Defire that ſome part of that 
Sum might be diſpoſed of 10 poor Students; 
which the Profeſſor. looked upon as a Call 


of Providence, to make indigent Scholars a 


part of his Care. This enlarged his charitable 
Deen beyond bis former Intention. He now 


wanted a Building that would hold at leaſt two 


hundred Perſons ; but bis Stock of Money was 
y this Time ſo far ſpent, that, as be writes, 


he bad not enough io build a ſmall Cottage. 


No Wonder then that ſeveral of his Friends dif- 
ſwaded him from ſo hazardous an Undertak- 


| ing ! But the Lord firengthened his Faith in ſo 


e 
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powerful a Manner, and ſupported him with 


ſuch a Preſence of Mind, as carried him above 
4 ll Diſcouragament. Accordingly, July 13, 


1698. the Foundation of a ſpacious Hoſpital 
was laid, in THE NAME or Gor, without 
any ſettled Fund, or ſo much as a Promiſe from 
any great Perſons to contribute to the building 
of it. And now, the Profeſſor writes, 1 was 
& o wait upon God, and from Week to Week 
& to receive at his Hand what be would be gra- 
& ciouſly pleaſed to furniſh me with for car- 


„ rying on the Building.” It muſt alſo be 
remembered, that the weekly Expence of main- 


taining the Poor, which he had already under 
his Care, was very conſiderable , but nothing 
could diſcourage the pious Profeſſor, his Faith 
kept Pace with his growing Charity, and he 
had a firm Truſt in Providence for the fulfilling 
of thoſe kind Deſires, which he was conſident- 
ly perſwaded God had put into his Heart. Nor 
were his Exptaations in this Matter at all dif- 


appointed; for the Building was carried on ſuc- 
eeſsfully, and the Poor ſupported all the Time 


merely by ſeemingly accidental Contributions, 


which were ſent in from Time to Time by cha- 


ritable Perſons, living not only in Germany, 


but in moſt other Proteſtant Countries of Eu- 


rope. So that in the Year 1702 the Hoſpital 
was finiſhed, which had coſt five thouſand 


Pounds, and was peopled with above two hund- 


red Poor. The Steps of Providence in carry- 


N 


; 
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ing on this Affair, were indeed very extraordi- 
nary. God ſeveral Times ſuffered the good 
Profeſſor's Faith to be tried by very preſſins 
Neceſſities, as when the Workmen were to be 
paid, the Poor to be maintained, and yet the 
Stock of Money was quite exhauſted, and there 
was no rational Proſpeti of any further Sup- 


ply. This often happened, but his Recourſe 


was always to God by Prayer, which as con- 


Stantly met with a gracious Anſwer. I will 


here ſet down two or three Paſſages of this 
fort, by way of Inſtance, out of a great Num- 
ber that are recorded in the Pietas Hallenſis, 
Memorable Inſtances of the Power of Faith and 
Prayer ! 3 

At one Time, he writes, all Proviſions 


« were gone, when the Steward declared there 


*, a Neceſſity of: buying ſome Cattle to fur- 
& wiſh the Table, and other Neceſſaries. Un- 
& ger theſe preſſing Circumſtances I found one 
Comfort, which was à Preſence of Mind in 
&« Prayer, joined. with a confident Dependance 
ec upoy the Lord, who heareth the very Cry 
© of the young Ravens. When Prayer was 
& gver,. I heard ſomebody knock at the Door, 
e zobich when opened there was an Acquaint- 
c ance-of mine holding in his Hand a Letter, 
«. and a Parcel of Money wrapt up, which he 
te. preſented- to me, and 1 found therein. fifty 
Crowns, ſent à great way for the Relief of 
gur Poor. 


« Att 
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« At another Time, there was Want again 


in every Corner. The Steward brought his 


& Book and deſired me to defray the Weekly 
« Charges. My Recourſe was to God through 
te Faith. The Expences were neceſſary, and 
& I [aw not the leaſt Proviſion, nor any Way 
<< to procure it, This made made me reſolve to 
& retire into my Cloſet, and to beg the Lord's 
* Afiftance in ſo preſſing a Neceſſity ; but as I 
< was preparing for Prayer, I received a Lei- 
© ter from a Merchant, intimating that be was 
4e ordered to pay a thouſand Crowns 10 me 
6 for the Relief of the Hoſpital. This put me 
„in mind of that ſaying, Jai. Ixv. 24. It 


4 ſhall come to pals, that before they call, 


« I will anſwer; and while they are yet 
« ſpeaking, I will hear. Nevertheleſs J en- 
< tered juto my Cloſet, but inſtead of begging 

«< and praying, as I had deſigned, I n and 


extolled the Name of the Lord. 


% Another Time, I flood in need of à gre 


„Sum of Money, inſomuch that an hs 
Crowns would not have ſerved turn, and 
yet I ſaw not the leaft Appearance how T 


* might be ſupplied with an hundred Groats. 


„Abe Steward came and ſet forth the Want 


% we were in. 1 bid him to come again after 
«© Dinner, and I reſolved to put up my Pray- 
&« ers to the Lord for his Miſtance. When 
<< he came again after Dinner, I was flill in 
" * the you Want, and ſo appointed him to 

| — come 
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* come again in the Evening. In the mean 
« time a Friend of mine came to ſee me, and 
«with bim I joined in Prayers, and found my- 
« ſelf much moved to praiſe and magnify ihe 
* the Lord for all bis admirable Dealings to- 
* wards Mankind, even from the Beginning of 
„be Word; and the moſt remarkable Inſtances 
tame readily to my Remembrance colt I 
% was praying. I was ſo elevated in praiſing 
* and magnifying God, that I inſiſted only on 
«© tbat Exerciſe of my preſent Devotion, and 
ound no Inclination to put up many anxious 
WW © Petitions to be delivered out of the preſent 
Weg. At length my Friend taking his 
 ** Leave, I accompanied bim 10 the Door, where 
« 7 found the Steward waiting on one Side for 
« the Money be wanted, and on the other, a 
% Perſon who ht an hundred and fifty 
« Crowns for the Suppert of the Hoſpital.” 
Thus was this famous Hoſpital, which bas + 
fince been one of the moſt illuſtrious Ornaments 
and Supports of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Ger- 
many, built-without amy other Fund but that of 
Faith. Surely, we muſt ſay, This was the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. Whether it may paſs fer a Miracle or 
no, yet thus much I take for certain, that if a- 
ny Popiſh Monaſtery bad ever been founded in the 
ame Manner, and ſuch remarkable Steps of Pro- 
wiaence bad attended the building F it, as did 
adtnally attend this Proteſtant Hoſpital at Ha * 
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tbe World would bave rung with the Noiſe of 
be Miracle, and it bad indeed been a much bet- - 
ter Miracle than any which the Papiſts boaſt 
of. But to return to the Story. The Hoſpital 
being thus finiſhed, at leaſt as far as was in- 
tended when the Foundation was laid, it was 
fill to depend immediately on Providence for its 
future Support and Maintenance. Nor for this 
did the Profeſſors Faith fail, nor were bis 
Hopes diſappointed z fer the Author of the Pre- 
face to the Engliſh Tranſlation of Profeſſor 
Frxanck's Chriſtus ſacræ Scripture Nu- 
cleus, informs us, that in the Tear 1706 the 
State of the Hoſpital was as follows, 

Ten Schools, in which 988 Children were 
inſtructed by 72 Maſters. The Number of Per- 


. ſons lodged and ſubſiſted in the Hoſpital was 


360, and 84 poor Students of the Univer- 
ſity had their Diet there, Eight poor Widows 
were maintained, with a Chaplain and a Maid 
Servant, and Proviſion alſo was made for the Re. 
lief of caſual Poor. 

* The Death of this excellent Profeſſor, which 
happened in the Year 1727, in the 65th Near 
of bis Age, filled many Perſons with Fear, that 
this good Work of Charity, now it muſt be de- 
prived of the Support of his Influence and Pray- 
ers, would languiſh and die too ; but in this theiy 
Fears have been happily diſappointed. It was 


Honour enough for this holy Man io be ſuch an 
illuſtrious Inſtance of Faith, and to be the In. 


firument 
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Brument of ſo great and good a Work : But the 
Lord has fince made it appear that the Work was 


bis, and that the Reſidue of the Spirit is with 


Bim. Fur I find in the before-cited Preface, 
_ that at the Conclufion of the Year 17 37, which 
was four Years after Dr. FRanck*s Death, 


| che Number of the Scholars and Children in the 


ſeveral Schools of the Orphan-Houſe amounted to 
2300, and the Number of Students who in- 
ftrufted them 10 160. J am further informed 
by the Reverend Mr. Zeigenhagen, the pre- 
ſent worthy Paſtor of the German Church at 
St. James's, that the Hoſpital ſtill continues in 
a very flouriſhing State, and that ſome further Ad- 
- ditions were made io the Buildings, but about three 
Zears ago. 


Many uſeful Inftrutions might be deduced 


from this Narrative. What Arguments for a 

Providence, what Encouragement to Prayer, 

 eobat Molives to Works of Charity, might it 

wy yic/d us? But I bade already ſwelled this Pre- 

Jace almoſt beyond all reaſonable Bounds, and 
therefore muſt not inſt here on theſe Topicks. 

LT bave only to obſerve further, that the Let- 


ter which follows was written by this great and 


good Man about two Years before his Death, in 


wbicb we have bis Opinion and Judgment, ri- 


| pened by Age and large Experience, concerning 
the moſt uſeful] way of Preaching. And 
| tobat Minifter, who is in good Earneſt concern- 


|. ed zo * 4 faithful in bis Work, to 


advance 


WW 
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advance the Honour of Chriſt, and do good to 
Souls, would not be glad to conſult ſo great and 
experienced a Maſter ? And who would not pay 
ſome conſiderable Deference to the Judgment of 
ſuch an Apoſtolick Man, a Man jo highly bo- 
nored of God, as Profeſſor FRANCK was? 

The good Profeſſor himſelf had, it ſeems, ſuch 
an Opinion of this litle Piece, as to deſire it 


might be tranſmitted to Poſterity. He therefore 


inſerted it entire in a Preface to a Quarto Vo- 
lume of Sermons which he publiſhed in the Year 
1726, on Purpoſe, as he there declares, that it 
might not be loſt, as ſingle Sheets are apt to be; 
but that Poſterity might know his Thoughts upon 
this Matter. And afier the End of it, he de- 
clares in a very ſolemn Manner, as in the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, that what he bad ihus 
written was the Reſult of bis own Experience; 
and that theſe Rules and Directians which he 
had given to other Miniſters, were the ſame that 
| be had conſtantly followed and practiced upon in 
the whole Courſe of bis own Preaching and Mi- 
niſtry. 
May this Publication of them in our own 
Language prove a Means, through the Bleſſing 
of God, of forming many ſuch uſeful — 
ſucceſsful Preachers of the Goſpel, in our Coun- 
try, as that holy and excellent Man was in his, 
May many Miniſters be made wiſe hereby to 


win Souls to Cbriſt, to ſave themſelves and 
; them 
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them that hear them. SY Hall this little 
ut valuable Treatiſe redound through the 
Thankſgivings of many to the Glory of 
God, | 


David Jennings. 
Loxpox, 
Auguſt 24, 1736. 
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LETTER 


To a FRIEND 


Concerning the moſt uſeful Way of 
PREACHING. 


Honoured and Dear Friend, 
N Anſwer to the Queſtion 


8 F5 which you have propoſed to 
me, viz. How a 7 Mi. 


Wa ty 772 fave and to edify the Gout of 
aw I bis Hearers, to gain Sinners 
unto Chriſt, and to inflame their Hearts with 
a growing Love to 9 Saviour, may beſt * 
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his Preaching to theſe excellent Purpoſes ? I can 


only at preſent ſuggeſt a few Things briefly ; 
whereas if I had more Leiſure, I ſhould 
chooſe to write more copiouſly on ſo weighty 
a Subject. 

I. 1 muſt take it for granted that a Miniſ- 
ter, who ſincerely delires and who is likely 
to do good by his Preaching, is ſuch a one 
both in Heart and in Lite, as St. Paul de- 
ſcribes, 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. Who holds faſt the 
form of ſound words (or the pure Apoſtolick 
Doctrine) which be has heard, in faith and 
love which is in Gorift Feſus; and who keeps 
that good thing which has been committed to 
him by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in him. 

II. It will not a little ſubſerve the good 
Ends propoſed in the Queſtion, for a Mi- 
niſter, very frequently, to lay down in his 
Sermons the diſtinguiſhing Marks and Cha- 
raters both of the Converted and of the 
Unconverted, and that with all poſlible 
Plainneſs, that fo every one of his Hearers 
may be able to judge of his own State, and 
may know to which of theſe two Claſſes he 
belongs. But then great Care muſt be ta- 


ken that thoſe diſtinguiſhing Characters are 


Juſtly drawn : For it may eaſily happen, 
through a Preacher's Unſkilfulneſs in this 
Afﬀair, that the Unconverted, on the one 
Hand, may be deceived into a good Opini- 
on of their preſent State, and may grow 
tbereupon more ſecure and careleſs; _ 

| that 


uſeful way of Preaching. 75 


that ſome Converted Perſons, on the other 


Hand, may be unreaſonably diſquieted and 


filled with groundleſs and fruitleſs Fears. 


However a prudent Miniſter, who has ex- 


perienced a Work of Grace upon his own 
Heart, will have no great Difficulty ſo to 
deſcribe it to others, as ſufficiently to guard 
againſt the Miſtakes on both Sides; and to 


lead both one and the other, by the unerring 


Light of Scripture, into the Knowledge ot 
the true State of their own Souls. 
III. For this Purpoſe alſo let a Miniſter 
carefully and clearly diſtinguiſh in his Preach- 
ing, betwixt mere Morality and true Reli- 


gion; betwixt the moral honeſt Man and 


the ſound Believer, who, from a deep Con- 
viction of the Depravity of his Nature and 
the Errors of his Life, has learned to hate 
Sin from his Heart, and lives by the Faith } 
of the Son of God. For it is hardly cre- 
dible what Multitudes of Perſons there are 
even in Chriſtian Countries, where the 
' Goſpel is publickly and faithfully preached, 
who, though they are wiſe enough in other 
Matters, yet in this are they groſly 1gno- 
rant, and thereby miſerably deceive their 
own Souls, : 
IV. And, becauſe this kind of Self-De- 
ceit is ſo very common, it is highly neceſ- 


ſary for a Miniſter to inſtruct his Hearers 


with all poſſible Plainneſs, in the Duty of 
D 2 Self- 
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Self-examination ; and very often to exhort 


them to it; As more eſpecially to enquire 
If ever they were awakened from their na- 
tural Sleep in Sia ? It they have eſcaped 
out of the Snare of the Devil ? If ever 
they have had a lively and affecting Senfe of 


the Corruption of their own Hearts, and 
of the Miſery of their natural State? And, 
in ſhort, whether they have good and ſolid 


Reaſons to conclude that they are regenerate 


Perſons? Whether they can find in them- 


ſelves the genuine Marks of a true Conver- 
ſion to God, and a living Faith in Chriſt ? 
Sc. Or whether, on the other Hand, they 


do not conclude that they are true Chriſti- 


ans and in a State of Salvation, merely 
from their being moral honeſt Men, and 
their not living in any groſs and ſcandalous 
Sin ? And, perhaps too, from their ſaying 
Prayers, hearing Sermons, and frequenting 
the Places of publick Worſhip, and from 
their practiſing ſuch like outward Duties of 


Religion? Or again, whether they do not 


flatter themſelves that their eternal State is 
ſafe, merely becauſe their Lives are not al- 
together ſo bad as the Lives of ſome o- 
thers? | | 

V. It would alſo be of very conſiderable 
Uſe for a Miniſter often to explain, and to 
ſhew the Difference betwixt a Legal and an 


Evangelical Frame and Principle of Reli- 


gion; 
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alone it is that ſome Perſons, even of a ſe- 
rious Turn of Mind, are forced and drag- 
ed as it were to their Duty, and that Evan- 
gelical Newneſs of Spirit, that filial Love 
to God and Delight in his Service, which 
uſually grows and flouriſhes in the Soul 
where it is once planted, and which produ- 
ces a free, unconſtrained and acceptable Re- 
ligion. This would be an excellent Means, 
not only of awakening Sinners out of 
their carnal Security, but of turning them 
rhoroughly unto God, to a holy Walk and' 
to a pleaſurable Converſe with him, even 


fuch as becomes his Children. And for 


this End it is of very great Moment, that 
a Miniſter not only inſtruct his Hearers 


what they muſt do, and how they ought: 


to act, but that he alſo labour fully to ap- 


iſe and to convince them, by the Evidence 


of Scripture, of their own native Weakneſs 


and Impotency for all that is ſpiritually good; 


and that he further ſhew them, by the ſama: 
Word of Truth, from whence they muſt 


look for, and from whom they may hope 


to receive, all Grace and Strength, not on- 
ly to renew their Souls in their firſt Conver- 


ſton, but alſo afterwards to enable them to- 


perform every Duty, as well of outward” 

as of inward Religion. They muſt be told 

that oP can do nothing without- Chriſt; 
D 3 accord-- 


gion; or betwixt that (laviſh Fear, by which 
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according as he has aſſured us, Jobn xv. 5. 
Without me ye can do nothing. And again, 
that by the Help of his Grace they may do 
all Things, according as St. Paul writes. 


Phil. iv. 13. I can do all things through 


Chriſs which ſtrengthneth me. Thus ſhould 
Goſpel Minifters conſtantly make it the Aim 
and Drift of their Preaching, to lead their 
Hearers to Chriſt, and to his Grace ; to him 
by whoſe ſtripes we are healed, and whoſe 
Blood takes away all the Sins of all that tru- 
ly repentand believe in the Lord Jeſus; and 
to him by whoſe divine power all things 
are given ta us that pertain both to life and god- 
lineſs, 2 Pet. i. 3. Thus the Holy Apoſtles 
Preached; theſe were the Topicks which 

. they inſiſted much upon; and if their Ex- 

ample is not followed in this Matter, it 

will be no Wonder if our modern Preach- 


ing comes vaſtly ſhort of the Succeſs of 


theirs: And by this Means ſome of our 
Hearers will be in Danger of ſinking into a 
mere Legal Frame and Spirit of Bondage, 
while they are preſſed to Duty and Work- 
ing, but nor encouraged by the Grace of 
Chrift, not directed where to look for 
Strength to perform it; and others of 
them will take up with a falſe Peace, a 


\ carnal Security, for want of being direct- 


ed to Chriſt, who is the only Foundation 
of the Sinner's reaſonable Hope and ſolid 
1 Com- 
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Comfort. But on the other Hand, when 
both theſe Points are well explained and du- 
ly inſiſted on, no other Means are ſo pow- 
erful to awaken ſecure Sinners, to bring them- 
to Chriſt, and to ſettle their Souls in ſolid 
Peace and Comfort. Hereby, under the 
Influence of the Spirit of Chriſt, they find 
themſelves tranſported as it were into a new” 
Life; and now they go on with Vigour. 
2 Pleaſure in the Practice of univerſal. 
Flet 
M. It would further be uſeful, and it is 
highly neceſſary that Miniſters ſnould nor 
only preach up the Neceſſity of Converſion, 
and inſtruct their Hearers — depend on the 
Grace of Chriſt for it, but allo that they 
ſhould, very frequently, in their Sermons 
explain the Nature and the whole Progreſs 
of Converſion, ſometimes more largely and 
diſtinctly, and at other Times more briefly 
endeavoring thereby to lead their Hearers 
into a true Knowledge of the State of their 
Souls; and ſhewing them how they muſt. 
repent of their Sins what they muſt do to 
be ſaved from their natural Miſery and Ru- 
in, and, in ſhort, how they may To the 
full Salvation of the Golpel:; 2 that ſo every 
one may be able to give an Anſwer to that 
moſt important Queſtion, What muſt I da 


that I may. be a child of Gad and inherit eternal 


li fe f For let a Miniſter entertain his Hear- 
1 4 ers 
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ers with the ſublimeſt Doctrines of Chrif- 
tianity, let him alſo declaim againſt Sin 
and exhort them to their various Duties in 
the moſt earneſt and pathetick Manner, 
and let all be adorned with the fineſt Beau- 
ties of Wit and Eloquence ; yet, after all, 
if his Sermons are not ſo contrived and 
framed as, at the ſame Time, to inform 
the Ignorant how they may obtain an Inte- 
_ reſt in the Goſpel-Salvation for themſelves, 
and what Means and Methods God has ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe ; what wilt it pro- 
fit them ? No more than a Parcel of Shreds 
of Cloth, of various Dyes, though they 
were of the fineſt Thread and livelieſt Co- 
Jlours, would ſerve the Purpoſe of a Man 
who wants a handſome Garment ; whereas 
a Sermon that informs the ignorant Sinner, 
not only of the Neceſſity of Converſion, 
but alſo how that happy Change may cer- 
tainly be effected in his own Soul, may not 
unfitly be compared, in reſpect to its Uſe- 
fulneſs, to a complete Garment, made all of 
a Piece, well fitted to the Man's Shape that 
wants it, and which he may therefore 
fuß on and wear with Honour and Plea- 
ure. | | 
But now in cer to all this, a Miniſter 
muſt cake Pains with his own Heart, as 
well as in compoſing his Sermons ; he muſt 


have a Zeal for Chriſt, and muſt aim at no- 
_ 


„ 
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thing ſo much as to bring Sinners to 
him. This ſhould be in fome Meaſure the 
Deſign and Drift of every Sermon that he 
preaches, that ſo if a Perſon ſhould happen 
to hear him but once in all his Life, he 
might, even by Means of that one Sermon, 
get ſome Notion of the one Thing needful, 


and be juſt entred at leaſt into the way 
of Salvation. For this ſhould every Miniſ- 


ter ſtudy and ſtrive, and for this ſhould he 


_ continually pray that God would fill his 


Heart with pious Zeal and holy Wiſdom, .. 
that ſo he may divide the Word of Truth - 
aright, and miniſter Grace unto his Hear- 


VII. It might propably make ſome good 


F on the Minds of the People, 


was a Miniſter pretty often to inculcate, 
with great Plainneſs and Seriouſneſs, the 
Neceſſity of Prayer; and more particularly 
what need they have to pray very earneſtly 


tothe God of Grace that he would ſet home 
his Word upon thei Hearts, that he would 


bring the good Seed to Perfection in their 


_ full and bleſſed Conformity to himſelf. And 


further, ſo great is tie Ignorance of many 
Perſons concerning the Duty of Prayer, that 
they ſeem to have no other Notion of it. 
than merely a reading ſome Forms out of 


a Prayer-Book. IT his makes it to be as ne- 


ceſſary, as it would probably be a uſeful 
D 5 Thing 
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Thing for a Miniſter to lead them, as it 
were by the Hand, into this Path of their 
Duty; that is, to explain it to them in a 
moſt eaſy and familiar Manner, to ſhew 
them that it requires no great Art and Skill 
to pray acceptably unto God; for they are 
to ſpeak to him as Children to a loving Fa- 
ther, they are to ſpread before him their 
Sorrows and Complaints, they are to tell 
him of the State and Condition of their 
Souls, juſt as they find and feel it; and 
they need not be at all ſolicitous about Pro- 
priety of Expreſſion and elegant Phraſes in 
their ſecret- Prayers; for God regards the 
Senſe of the Heart, rather than the Lan- 
guage of the Lips. The Scriptures them- 
ſelves furniſh us with ſeveral Examples of 
ſuch artleſs and yet acceptable Prayers. 
Let a Miniſter then diligently inſtruct his 
Hearers how they are, in the firſt Place, to 
get their Hearts diſpoſed for Prayer ; and 
It may be of uſe too to aſſiſt and furniſh 
the more ignorant with Words and fit Ex- 
preſſions; but at the ſame Time let him in- 
form them that they need not tie themſelves 
to uſe thoſe very Words, nor any Form 
whatever; but that they ſnould learn to pour 
out their Hearts unto God, in ſuch Words 
by which they can beſt expreſs the real Sen- 
timents and Affections of their own Souls, 
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cording to the Pſalmiſt, P/alm Ixii. 8. e 
people, pour out your hearts before bim. 


VIII. It is further extreamly neceſſary 
that Miniſters ſhould very often take Oc- 


caſion to explain in their Sermons that Re- 


newing or Change of the Mind, which is 
ſo eſſential to all true. Religion, and which 
yet, alas! but very few Perſons ſeem to un- 
derſtand,.or indeed to have almoſt any No- 
tion of, Nor is it enough to explain that 


firſt and mighty Change, which is at once 


made in a Sinner at his Converſion, when 
he comes to love that Good which before 
he hated, and to hate that Evil which he 


before loved, when from being an Unbe- 
liever he becomes a Believer; or when his 
falſe and dead Faith is changed into a true 
and ſaving one: But that further progreſ- 


ſive Change ſhould alſo be much recom- 
mended, in which the Chriſtian muſt be im- 
proving to the very End of his Life, which 
St. Paul refers to, 2 Cor. iii. 18. But now 
(the Veil which was upon the Heart being 
taken away, and the Spirit of the Lord ha- 
ving taking up his Dwelling, in it, Verſes 
16, 17.) we all with open face beholging as in 
a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed in- 
to. the ſame image from glory to glory, even by 
the Spirit of the Lord. Hereby the Mind 
is more and more renewed, the Chriſtian 


grows up in the Spirit and Temper of 
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other. 


. It is of conſiderable Moment alſo 


that the whole Faith and Duty of a Chriſ- 
tian be repreſented in its moſt amiable and 
attractive Light, that ſo Sinners may be 
won to Religion upon a full Conviction, 
that if they would do well for themſelves 


and obtain true Peace and Comfort, the 


ſhorteſt, the ſureſt, and indeed the only 


Way is to turn in good earneſt from Sin to 
God and Holineſs ; and that Religion is by 


no Means a grievous and melancholy Thing, 
which any man need be afraid of, but full 


of Pleaſure and greatly deſireable even for 


its own Sake; and though it calls us, in- 
deed, to a preſent Combat, and requires us 


to fight and ſtrive againſt Sin; yet this is 


but in order to Peace and to a certain Vic- 
tory, which will much more than recom- 
pence the Toils of the War. 

X. It were much to be wiſhed that Mi- 
niſters would nat take up more of their 
Sermons than needs muſt in explaining their 
Text, but rather, after as ſhort an Explica- 
cation of it as is ſufficient to lead their Hear- 
ers into the true Senſe and Meaning, (which 

muſt by no Means be neglected) haſten to 
the Application ; and in that, Jet a Miniſ- 
ter addreſs himſelf to his Hearers with a 


Chriſt, and his lovely Image is drawn up- 
on the Soul in fairer Lines every Day than 


be- 


| 
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becoming Seriouſneſs and Earneſtneſs ; let 


him apply his Subject both to Saints and 
Sinners, to the Converted and to the Un- 


converted, in order to awaken the Secure 


and Careleſs, and to build up true Believers 
in their Faith and Holineſs. Experience 
would ſoon ſhew that this is by far the more 
profitable Way, than to ſpend almoſt the 
whole Diſcourſe, as ſome do, in explaining 
their Text and Sub ect, and then cloſe with 
a very ſhort Application, becauſe the Time 
is gone. | 

XI. It were alſo greatly to be wiſhed, 
that thoſe Under-Shepherds of the Flock of 
Chriſt would make it more deſignedly and 
zealouſly the Purpoſe of their Preaching to 
bring Sinners to him, who is the great Shep- 


herd of the Sheep; that they would ſtrive 


by the moſt winning Arguments they can 


poſſibly uſe, and eſpecially by ſuch as the 
Grace of the Goſpel will naturally ſuggeſt, 
to perſwade and even to compel them to 


come to him. As the Hen when ſhe lights 


on a few Crumbs or Grains of Corn how 
earneſtly does ſhe invite her Brood to come. 
and ſhare the Treaſure with her! She will 


| by no Means be ſatisfied nor leave off call- 


ing them till they come. Thus did our 
bleſſed Saviour; how graciouſly did he call 


and invite Sinners to come to him in the 


Days of his perſonal Miniſtry upon Earth } | 
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any man thirſt, let him come to me and drink : 


out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living wa- 
ter. And much to the ſame Purpoſe we 


and over in his divine Writings. Remarka- 


bleſſed Saviour concerning Jeraſalem, Matt. 


ens under her wing | Chriſt called Sinners to 
come to himſelf, as their proper Lord and 
Maſter, as their only Redeemer and Saviour; 
whereas we, ſays St. Paul, preach not our- 


' ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


order to this, and that a Minifter may be 
thus happily ſucceſsiul in his Preaching, he 
mult not only ſincerely love his People > and 
have an affectionate Concera for their Sal- 
vation, 


As Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt, &c. Again Jobn vii. 37, 38. If 


He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture ſaith, - 


find him ſpeaking in ſeveral other Places. 
Thus alſo we hear the Prophet Jaiab, in the 

Old ent; inviting Sinners unto Chriſt, . 
Jai. Iv. 1. Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters, &c. and thus St. Paul, 
in the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. v. 11. Ve 
beſeech you in Chriſt's ſtead be ye reconciled ta 
God. And thus doth the Apoſtle John over 


ble to this Purpoſe allo are the Words of our 


xxiii. 37. How often would I have gathered . 
| thy children, even as à ben gathereth her chick- 


and therefore we endeavour to bring Sinners-- 
not to ourſelves, but to him. But now in 


— 
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vation, but he muſt be an ardent Lover of 
Chriſt too; he mult wiſh and deſire and co - 
vet nothing ſo much as to bring all that 
hear him to Chriſt, to deliver every one of 
them, as it were into his gracious Arms, 
could he but perſuade them to be ſo 
happy; that thus they may learn, even 
by the Example of their Miniſter, lo love 
the Lord Jeſus. 

XII. For this Purpoſe it is farther requi- 
ſite that a Miniſter ſhould very often take 
Occaſion to diſplay, in the moſt lively Co- 
lours that he can, the Excellency and Glo- 
ry of Chriſt's Perſon, the Kindneſs of his 
Heart and the exceeding Riches of his 
Grace, both as he is God and Man, as he 
is now a glorious triumphant Saviour, as 
well as once he ſuſtained and executed the 
ſame Office in a humbled and ſuffering 
State. And that he further inform his 
Hearers what excellent Bleſſings are trea- 
ſured up in Chriſt to be beſtowed on all his 
Friends and People, that ſo they may be 
drawn to him by a Principle of Deſire and 
Love, that they may moſt willingly give 
him their Hearts; and that ſo it may be 
the Breathing of their Souls and the Mat- 
ter of their moſt earneſt Prayer to Chriſt 
that he would be pleaſed to manifeſt 
his Love to them, that he would He 
it abroad in their hearts by his holy Spi- 
rit, Rom. v. 5. that he would more and 

more 
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more reveal to them the Glory of his Ma- 


jeſty, that he would impreſs and affect their 
Minds with a lively Senſe of it, that ſo 


they may yet more and more love and ho- 


nour him their heavenly Spouſe, by whom 
it is that they have, and that they farther 
hope for Acceſs to, and Acceptance with 
the Father, and with whom they alſo hope. 


to dwell "Af ever and ever. 


XIII. The Love of Chriſt ought to be 
much more inſiſted on by Preachers than 
what is commonly done; becauſe when we 


apply to ourſelves in a right Manner his 
Paſſion, Death and Attonement, his Me- 
rits, and that Purchaſe of Salvation which 


he hath made for us, the Knowledge of his: 


Love to us, and of our Pardon and Juſti- 
fication through Faith in his Blood, is the 
trueſt Spring and moſt powerful Attractive 
of our Love to him. Now: the more we. 
love Chriſt, and that for this very Reaſon, 
becauſe be frf loved us, the better will every: 
other Branch of our Religion flouriſh, every 
other Grace and every Duty will then flow 
from its proper Fountain; and therefore 
the more a Miniſter endeavours to inſti] this 
Principle of ſacred Love into, the Hearts of 
his Hearers, the more comfortable Succeſs 
will he probably ſee of his Labours, in their 
ſpiritual Improvement and growing Obedi- 


ence to the Goſpel. . 
ut 
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But eſpecially, and in the firſt Place, let 
every Miniſter look to his own Heart; and 
ſee to it that he himſelf loves Chriſt fervent- 
ly, leſt he ſhould be as the ſounding brafs and 
as the tinkling cymbal, which the Apoltle 
ſpeaks of, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. And beſides, 
without a ſincere Love to Chriſt in his Soul, 
there will be little Probability of his recom- 
mending him effectually to the Love of o- 
thers. It is not enough for him to preach 
a great many Sermons upon the Love of 
Chriſt, and to exhort his Hearers to love 
him; for if his own Heart is not warmed 
with this ſacred Love, his Diſcourſes on that 
Subject will be apt to be cold and lifelefs, 
and therefore unprofitable and fruitleſs. No- 
thing could be more pertinently anſwered 
in a few Words, to one that afked another, 
How he might learn to be a good and a 
uſeful Preacher? than this, Si multum ames 
Chriſtum, You muſt learn to be a zelous 
Lover of Chriſt. 

But then let it be further * that ſin- 


cere Love to Chriſt will always expreſs itfelf 


not only in Words, but by ſuitable or cor- 
reſpondent Actions. So our Saviour has 
taught us, Jobn xv. 14. Yeare my Friends, 
taid he, if ye do whatſoever I command you; 
i e. this is the beſt and moſt ſubſtantial E- 
vidence of your ſincere Eriendſbip, and that 
you truly love me. 

| XIV 1 
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XIV. I reckon alſo the Duties of Self de- 
nial and Weanedneſs from the World and its 


$ . carnal Pleaſures, and, in ſhort, from all the 


preſent Things of Senſe and Time, to be a- 
mong thoſe more important and neceſſary 


Subjects which Miniſters ſhould often preach 


- 5 oftener indeed than moſt of them do. 
heſe are Subjects which our Saviour Chriſt, 
when he was a Preacher upon Earth, very 
much inſiſted upon in his Sermons, as you 
may ſee particularly Matt. xvi. 24, 25, 20. 
Fan man will come after me, let him deny 
himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow. me. 
Luke xiv. 26. I any man come to me, aud. 
Hate not his father and mother, 8c. yea and 


Eis own life alſo, i. e. in compariſon of me, 
He cannot be my diſciple. And how needful are. 


. theſe Subjects now. For alas! how many 
Perſons are there, who can talk well about 
- Chriſt and Religion, nay. who carry a fair 
Appearance of ch and Godlineſs, and 
who perform many outward Duties with Re- 


putation and Honour, and yet not having 


learned to deny themſelves, their Love of 
the World. not being ſufficiently mortified, 


they are eaſily overcome in a Day of Trial, 


| and ſacrifice their Religion and their Souls to 
| their worldly Intereſt. Let Self- denial then 
be earneſtly recommended, and that, not 
merely as a moral Virtue or philoſophicz ! 
Attainment, I mean not upon ſuch Princi- 
ples voy as the Heathen Moraliſts uſed to 


inſiſt 
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inſiſt upon; but let it be recommended and 
urged as a Chriſtian Grace, as that which 
flows chiefly from Love to Chriſt, even ſuch 
a Love as will make us ready to deny our- 
ſelves the Pleaſures, Riches and Honours 
of this World, all manner of ſenſual Gra- 
tilications, and our very Lives themſelves, 
evxe aurs, for his Sake, as Chriſt not only 
expects but requires of us, Mat. xvi. 25. 
XV. Though the diligent reading of the 
Scriptures themſelves, even the inſpired 
Writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
the very Words of our Saviour Chriſt, 
ſhould he chiefly recommended, as they-are 
undoub:edly far preferable to any other 
Books of mere human Compoſure; yet be- 
ſides theſe 'a Miniſter may very profitably 
recommend to his Hearers ſome other good 
Books of Religion, both ancient and mo- 
dern, to be read by them at home in their 
_ own Cloſets or Families: Such Books I 
mean as are written in a truly evangelical 
Strain, and with a Spirit of lively Devotion 
and Piety, which would be no inconſidera- 
ble Means, both of preſerving and nouriſh- 
ing the Fire of divine Love in their Hearts. 
I might mention by way of Inſtance, Mar- 
tin Statins's Lutherus Redevivus, which is 
nothing elfe but an Abridgment of Luthers 
Works, in which the moſt conſiderable Paſ- 
ſages are collected into a narrow Room, and 
ſuch Paſſages more * as have the 

moſt 
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moſt direct and powerful Tendency to a- 
. waken and excite the Minds of Men to 
lively practical Religion. However, I 
mention this but as one Inſtance, out of a 
great many very excellent and uſeful Books 
which the Providence of God has now fur- 
niſhed his Church withal, and which we 
- Ought to account as a precious Treaſure to 
it. And further, let not any Miniſter 
think that it is the People only who are to 


be profited in their Souls by the reading ſuch. 


good Books, while all the uſe that he is 
concerned to make of them for himſelf, is 
only to form his Stile by reading tiiem, or 
to borrow Thoughts from them, or it may 
be to ſteal Sermons out of them, (which is. 
ſhamefully the Practice of too many Preach- 
ers) but he ſhould read them, chiefly 
and in the firſt Place, With a View to his 
own ſpiritual Edification. He ſhould en- 


deavour ſo to uſe and improve the Gifts 


which God has beſtowed on other Men, as 
that his own Soul may be the better for 
them, as well as the Souls of the People to. 
whom he preaches. : 

X VI. Once more, let faithful Miniſters by. 
no means forget to recommend it to their 


Hearers, that they would familiarly, acquaint” 


themſelves. and converſe with ſerious, lively, 
and growing Chriſtians, and with ſich more 
eſpecially. as excel. in the Gift and Spirit of 


Prayer 
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Prayer; for as a live Coal kindles another 


that is cold and dead, ſo will the ſavoury 
Diſcourſe, the fervent Prayers and the holy 
Converſation of warm and lively Chriſtians, 
be a probable Means of kindling the ſame 
Fire of divine Love in the Souls of dead 


Sinners; or at leaſt of nouriſhing and im- 


proving the ſacred Flame in the Hearts of 
their moſt intimate Chriſtian Friends. Mi- 
niſters ſhould therefore do all they can to 
promote ſuch Chriſtian Converſation amongſt 


the more ſerious part of their Hearers : Ob- 
ſerving however the Rules of neceſſary Pru- 


dence, particularly that of the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. xiv. 40. Let all things be done decently 
and in order. They ſhould exhort them as 


St. Paul does the Coloſſians, Col. iii. 16. 


Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in 
all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſbing one ano- 
ther in pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, 


fingeing with grace in your hearts unto the Lord; 


to which pious Purpoſe that large and rich 
Treaſure of ſacred Hymns, both ancient 
and modern, with which God has graci- 
ouſly bleſſed his Church, 1s not a little con- 
ducive, for which therefore we are bound to 
render him immortal Praiſes. 
Thus I have briefly anſwered your Queſ- 
tion, and given you my Thoughts on the 


the moſt uſeful way of Preaching. May 
| God 


r 


x be Concerning the moſt &c. 
1 God, for Chriſt's Sake, attend what 1 have 
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written with his effectual Bleſſing. To him 
T would now humbly offer up the following 


44 O "IE God! give, I beſeech thee, 
& both now and at all times hereafter to thy 
« Church Paſtors and Teachers after thine 
«© own Heart, even ſuch as ſhall bring the 
« Sheep of Chriſt into his Fold, and who, 
e through the Influence of thy good Spirit, 
ſhall feed them with ſaving Knowledge 
c“ and Underſtanding. Make every Preach- 
* er of thy Word to know and always to 
« remember, that neither is he that planteth 
« any thing, neither he that watereth, but 
tc thou art all in all, who alone canſt give 
« the Increaſe. Let none of them vainly 
« preſume on their own Skill and Ability 
„ ro do any good by their Preaching, and 
obtain any good Succeſs; but let them 
all humbly wait upon thee, and by fer- 

% vent daily Prayer let them ſeek for and 
& obtain the Aids of thy Grace, to enable 
<« them to diſpenſe the Word of Life, and 
« let thy Bleſſing render their Preaching 
e happily ſucceſsful to the Souls of thoſe 
that hear them. Amen. 
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